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VENEMAN DESIGNATES COUNTIES IN ELEVEN STATES AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS 

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive USDA Assistance

WASHINGTON, Oct. 22, 2002 -- In a continued effort to expedite emergency disaster declarations in areas hit hard by adverse weather conditions, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today designated counties in Alabama, Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, New Hampshire, Oregon, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas and Virginia as agricultural disaster areas.  

“This administration is committed to providing assistance to America’s agricultural producers in a quick and expedited manner,” said Veneman.  “As drought and other extreme weather conditions persist, we continue to use all available programs to help farmers and ranchers.”

Emergency (EM) Farm Loan and Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) Availability

Farmers and ranchers may now apply for low-interest EM loans from FSA in all primary and contiguous counties named under the designations listed below. 

On Oct. 1 sign-up began for LCP, which made available $752 million for cattle, sheep, goat and buffalo producers with livestock headquarters operations physically located in counties that have received a Secretarial primary disaster designation after Jan. 1, 2001, due to drought.  Counties named as contiguous counties are not eligible for the Livestock Compensation Program (LCP).  A county that has a Secretarial disaster designation request pending for drought as of Sept. 19, 2002, and is subsequently approved as a primary county, will be eligible.  Qualifying livestock producers in the counties in Alabama and the counties and parishes in the other states in this release that have received primary disaster declarations for drought may therefore enroll in LCP, because all of the requests were submitted by the applicable governors to the Secretary no later than Sept. 19, 2002.  

Alabama

Due to drought that has been ongoing since Feb. 1, 2002, all counties in Alabama, except for Mobile County, are eligible for emergency assistance from USDA.  Fifty-nine counties have received primary disaster status. This designation makes farmers and ranchers in these counties immediately eligible for assistance through USDA emergency farm loans.  Additionally, qualifying livestock producers in counties that have received primary designations for drought may enroll in the LCP.
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The 59 Alabama counties receiving primary disaster status are Autauga, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, Calhoun, Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, Colbert, Conechu, Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, De Kalb, Elmore, Etowah, Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marshall, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell, Shelby, St. Clair, Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker and Wilcox. 

Another seven Alabama counties have been granted contiguous disaster status making them eligible for emergency loans, but not eligible for LCP.  Those seven counties are Baldwin, Clarke, Escambia, Lamar, Marion, Washington and Winston.  Mobile County has not demonstrated sufficient production losses in a single enterprise to warrant a Secretarial disaster designation.  

Arkansas

In Arkansas, 17 counties have been declared primary disaster areas due to excessive rain, flooding and hail that occurred after March 18, 2002.  These counties are Arkansas, Clay, Craighead, Crittenden, Cross, Greene, Independence, Jefferson, Lawrence, Lee, Mississippi, Monroe, Poinsett, Randolph, Sebastian, St. Francis and Woodruff.  Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Cleburne, Cleveland, Crawford, Desha, Franklin, Grant, Izard, Jackson, Lincoln, Logan, Lonoke, Phillips, Prairie, Pulaski, Scott, Sharp, Stone and White Counties.  Because these counties were not declared as disaster areas for drought, they are all ineligible for LCP; however, all named primary and contiguous counties are eligible for USDA emergency farm loans. 

Iowa

In Iowa, 18 counties have been declared primary disaster areas due to high winds, cold spring temperatures, grasshopper infestation, and drought that has been ongoing since Sept. 1, 2001.  Those counties are: Adams, Audobon, Cass, Clay, Decatur, Dickinson, Fremont, Harrison, Lyon, Mills, Monona, Montgomery, O’Brien, Page, Palo Alto, Pottawattamie, Shelby and Taylor.  Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are Adair, Buena Vista, Carroll, Cherokee, Clarke, Crawford, Emmet, Guthrie, Humboldt, Ida, Kossuth, Lucas, Osceola, Plymouth, Pocahontas, Ringgold, Sioux, Union and Wayne Counties.  Woodbury County has already been named as a contiguous county for this same disaster and is therefore not included in this designation.  The counties that have received primary disaster designations are also eligible for LCP. 

Kansas

Kansas has received primary disaster designations for 54 counties due to drought that has been ongoing since Jan. 1, 2002.  Qualifying producers in these counties may be eligible for LCP.  Those counties are: Allen, Anderson, Atchison, Barton, Bourbon, Brown, Butler, Chase, Cherokee, Cloud, Coffey, Cowley, Crawford, Dickinson, Doniphan, Douglas, Elk, Ellis, Franklin, Greenwood, Harper, Harvey, Haskell, Jackson, Jefferson, Johnson, Kingman, Kiowa, Labette, Leavenworth, Linn, Lyon, Marion, Marshall, McPherson, Miami, Morris, Nemaha, Neosho, Ness, Osage, Ottawa, Pratt, Reno, Republic, Rice, Sedgwick, Shawnee, Stafford, Wabaunsee, Washington, Wilson, Woodson and Wyandotte.  LCP is available to eligible livestock producers in the 54 primary counties; and Chautauqua, Montgomery and Sumner Counties are also eligible for EM loan assistance only because they are contiguous.  
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Louisiana

Louisiana has received a primary disaster designation for 43 parishes for drought that has been ongoing since April 2, 2002.  The parishes named as primary disaster areas and also made eligible for LCP are Ascension, Avoyelles, Beauregard, Bienville, Bossier, Caddo, Caldwell, Catahoula, Claiborne, Concordia, De Soto, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Franklin, Grant, Iberville, Jackson, La Salle Lafourche, Lincoln, Livingston St. Tammany, Natchitoches, Ouachita, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, Red River, Richland, Sabine, St. Helena, St. James, St. Landry, Winn, Tangipahoa, Tensas, Terrebonne, Union, Vernon, Washington, Webster, West Baton Rouge, West Carroll and West Feliciana.  Additional parishes also eligible for EM loan assistance and not LCP because they are contiguous are Acadia, Allen, Assumption, Calcasieu, East Carroll, Evangeline, Iberia, Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, Lafayette, Madison, Morehouse, Orleans, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. John the Baptist, St. Martin and St. Mary. 

Oregon

In response to drought that has been ongoing since Sept. 1, 2000, the Oregon counties of Gilliam and Morrow have been declared primary disaster areas and also eligible for LCP.  Grant and Umatilla Counties are also eligible only for EM loan assistance because they are contiguous.  All other contiguous counties have already been designated for this same disaster.

New Hampshire and Rhode Island 

New Hampshire has received primary disaster designation for all 10 counties due to drought that has been ongoing from June 1, 2001.  Additionally, Rhode Island received primary designations for all five counties due to drought that has been ongoing since Oct. 1, 2001. Eligible livestock producers in these counties may also now apply for LCP payments.   
Tennessee

Tennessee has received primary disaster designations for seven counties due to adverse weather conditions.  These are as follows: Carter County for late frost and freezing conditions beginning on May 19, 2002; Johnson County for late frost and freezing conditions beginning on May 20, 2002; Dyer County for flooding that occurred from May 10 through May 25, 2002; Lauderdale County for wind, low temperatures and flooding that occurred from April 1 through June 30, 2002; and Morgan and Scott Counties for inadequate rainfall and high temperatures that occurred and continued from May 23, 2002.  Three counties, Gibson, Lake and Obion have received disaster designations due to flooding that occurred from May 20 through June 15, 2002.  All other contiguous counties have already been designated for this same disaster.  Because these Tennessee counties were not declared as disaster areas for drought, they are all ineligible for LCP; however, all named primary and contiguous counties are eligible for USDA emergency farm loans. 

Texas

Texas has received primary disaster designations for 122 counties due to drought that has been ongoing since Jan. 1, 2002.  These counties are Andrews, Aransas, Archer, Armstrong, Atascosa, Bailey, Bandera, Baylor, Bee, Bexar, Blanco, Bosque, Brewster, Briscoe, Burnet, 
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Cameron, Carson, Castro, Clay, Cochran, Coke Coleman, Comal, Coryell, Cottle, Crane, Crockett, Crosby, Culberson, Dallam, Dawson, De Witt, Deaf Smith, Dickens, Dimmit, Donley, Ector, El Paso, Erath, Fisher, Floyd, Frio, Gaines, Goliad, Gonzales, Gray, Guadalupe, Hale, Hall, Hamilton, Hansford, Hartley, Hays, Hemphill, Hockley, Hood, Hudspeth, Hutchinson, Irion, Jack, Jeff Davis, Johnson, Jones, Kendall, Kenedy, Kent, Kerr, Kimble, King, Kinney, Knox, LaSalle, Lamb, Lampasas, Lipscomb, Llano, Lynn, Mason, McCulloch, McMullen, Medina, Midland, Mills, Montague, Moore, Motley, Nueces, Ochiltree, Oldham, Palo Pinto, Parker, Parmer, Potter, Randall, Reagan, Real, Refugio, Roberts, San Patricio, San Saba, Scurry, Shackelford, Sherman, Somervell, Sterling, Stonewall, Swisher, Tarrant, Taylor, Terrell, Throckmorton, Travis, Upton, Uvalde, Val Verde, Ward, Wichita, Wilson, Winkler, Wise, Yoakum and Young.  The 122 Texas primary counties are also open for LCP applications from eligible livestock producers because the counties were declared disaster areas due to drought.

Also named as contiguous disaster counties are Bastrop, Bell, Borden, Brooks, Brown, Caldwell, Calhoun, Callahan, Childress, Collingsworth, Comanche, Concho, Cooke, Dallas, Denton, Duval, Eastland, Edwards, Ellis, Fayette, Foard, Garza, Gillespie, Glasscock, Hardeman, Haskell, Hidalgo, Hill, Howard, Jim Wells, Karnes, Kleberg, Lavaca, Live Oak, Loving, Lubbock, Martin, Maverick, McLennan, Menard, Mitchell, Nolan, Pecos, Presidio, Reeves, Runnels, Schleicher, Stephens, Sutton, Terry, Tom Green, Victoria, Webb, Wheeler, Wilbarger, Willacy, Williamson and Zavala.  

Counties in New Mexico and Oklahoma are also eligible for EM loan assistance because they are contiguous to Texas counties receiving primary disaster designations. In New Mexico these contiguous counties are Curry, Dona Ana, Eddy, Lea, Otero, Quay, Roosevelt and Union. In Oklahoma the contiguous counties are Beaver, Cimarron, Cotton, Ellis, Jefferson, Love, Roger Mills, Texas and Tillman.  On Sept. 26, 2002, Edwards County was already designated as a primary county for this same disaster.  
Virginia

Due to drought that has been ongoing since Jan. 1, 2002, Virginia has received a primary disaster designation for 39 counties. The counties receiving primary designation are Appomattox, Augusta, Bedford, Bland, Botetourt, Buckingham, Campbell, Caroline, Craig, Cumberland, Floyd, Franklin, Goochland, Greene, Hanover, Henry, Kind And Queen, King George, King William, Lunenburg, Madison, Mecklenburg, Middlesex, Montgomery, Nelson, New Kent, Nottoway, Page, Pittsylvania, Powhatan, Prince William, Richmond, Rockingham, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Suffolk City, Surry, Westmoreland and Wythe.   In addition to the low-interest EM loans made available under this designation, LCP is also available for eligible livestock producers in the 39 Virginia counties designated as primary disaster areas because they are designated for drought.  

Also eligible for EM loan assistance only because they are contiguous are the counties of Albemarle, Alleghany, Amelia, Amherst, Bath, Bedford City, Brunswick, Carroll, Charles City, Charlotte, Chesapeake City, Chesterfield, Culpeper, Danville City, Dinwiddie, Essex, Fairfax, Fauquier, Fluvanna, Fredericksburg City, Giles, Gloucester, Grayson, Halifax, Harrisonburg City, Henrico, Highland, Isle Of Wight, James City, Lancaster, Loudoun, Louisa, Lynchburg City, Manassas City, Manassas Park City, Martinsville City, Mathews, Newport News City, Northumberland, Orange, Patrick, Portsmouth City, Prince Edward, Prince George, Pulaski, Radford City, Rappahannock, Roanoke, Rockbridge, Shenandoah, Smyth, Southampton, Staunton City, Sussex, Tazewell, Warren and Waynesboro City.  
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Low-interest EM Loans

These designations make all qualified farm operators eligible for low-interest EM loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  

Since the beginning of the year, USDA has declared several other states, particularly in the western plains and mountain states, as agricultural disaster areas.  USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. Earlier this year, Veneman also announced the authorization of emergency grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres in an effort to provide drought relief in states that were particularly affected by drought over the past year.


Interested farmers may contact their local FSA Service Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  Additional information is also available online at:  http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm
#

