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MEMBERS NAMED TO THE NATIONAL WATERMELON PROMOTION BOARD
WASHINGTON, Oct. 23, 2002 –– The U.S. Department of Agriculture has appointed nine members to the National Watermelon Promotion Board, which administers the Watermelon Research and Promotion Plan.
Reappointed to serve on the board for the three-year term of office that begins on Jan. 1, 2003 are: Ralph L. Chastain of Alva, Fla., producer member; and Ellen B. Peffley of Lubbock, Texas, public member.
Newly appointed for the same term of office are: Thomas A. Smith of LaBelle, Fla., producer member; Michael A. Caruthers of Immakolee, Fla., handler member; and William R. Ward Jr. of Lakeland, Fla., handler member.
For a term of office beginning immediately and ending on Dec. 31, 2004, newly appointed producer members are:William J. Grasmick of Lamar, Colo.; and Ryan Van Groningen of Manteca, Calif. Newly appointed handler members for this term are: Wayde S. Kirschenman of Bakersfield, Calif.; and Arthur E. Perry of Manteca, Calif.
The producer members were nominated by producers; and the handler members were nominated by handlers.  The public member was nominated by the Watermelon Board.  Watermelon producers, handlers, and importers finance the board’s programs through assessments.
The board, which is monitored by USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service, administers the Watermelon Research and Promotion Plan. Under the plan, which became effective in 1989, the board conducts a coordinated program of promotion, research, and consumer and industry information to maintain and expand the market for watermelons. More information about research and promotion programs is available at http://www.ams.usda.gov/fv/rpb.html.
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