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VENEMAN NAMES JAMES RICHARDS DIRECTOR OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS


WASHINGTON, Oct. 24, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of James D. Richards as Director of Intergovernmental Affairs at the U.S. Department of Agriculture.


“I am very pleased that Jim Richards will be joining our USDA team,” said Veneman.  “His management experience, understanding of agriculture and experience in the legislative and regulatory process will be valuable assets in this new assignment.”


As director of Intergovernmental Affairs, Richards will work closely with multiple levels of government to ensure USDA programs, policies and procedures are communicated to appropriate agencies, including Congress.  The position is part of the USDA Office of Congressional Relations, and Richards’ experience in Congress will be beneficial to his position.

Prior to his appointment, Richards served as Appropriations Associate for U.S. Congressman Henry Bonilla of Texas, Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration and Related Agencies.  His areas of responsibility included all appropriations and legislation pertaining to the Department of Agriculture, as well as six other agencies.  Before that he served in the same capacity for U.S. Congressman Joe Skeen of New Mexico.


Richards also served as a Sergeant in the U.S. Army, is a Gulf War veteran and performed operations in Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, Pakistan and the continental United States.  His major responsibilities included interrogation, translation, information collection and data compilation.


After attending New Mexico State University, Richards graduated from Presidio of Monterey, Calif., where he learned Arabic and the Egyptian dialect.  He also attended the U.S. Intelligence School and Center in Ft. Huachuca, Ariz.


Richards begins work at USDA November 12.
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