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VENEMAN DESIGNATES COUNTIES in ALABAMA, CALIFORNIA, GEORGIA, MINNESOTA, NEW YORK, NORTH CAROLINA, OREGON, TEXAS, VERMONT AND WASHINGTON AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS 

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive USDA Emergency Assistance

WASHINGTON, Nov. 21, 2002 -- In a continued effort to expedite emergency assistance to areas hit hard by drought, Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman designated counties in Alabama, California, Georgia, Minnesota, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Texas, Vermont and Washington as agricultural disaster areas.  

"This designation will allow producers to receive assistance to help them recover from adverse weather conditions,” said Veneman.  “This administration continues to use all available programs to assist farmers and ranchers during these difficult times."  
These designations make all qualified farm operators eligible for low-interest emergency (EM) loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the EM loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  

On Oct. 1 sign-up began for the Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) for cattle, sheep, goat and buffalo producers with livestock headquarters operations physically located in counties that have received a Secretarial primary disaster designation after Jan. 1, 2001, due to drought.  Counties named as contiguous counties are not eligible for LCP.  A county that has a Secretarial disaster designation request pending for drought as of Sept. 19, 2002, and is subsequently approved as a primary county, will be eligible.  All producers in counties designated as primary in this release are eligible to apply for LCP.  Sign-up for LCP ends December 13. 

Alabama
Due to drought losses, eight counties in Alabama have been declared primary disaster areas.  This designation makes them eligible for EM loans and LCP.


Baldwin
Escambia
Marion
Washington


Clarke
Lamar
Mobile
Winston

-more-
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Counties in Florida and Mississippi are also eligible for EM loans (not LCP) because they are contiguous.  The Florida counties are Escambia and Santa Rosa.  The Mississippi counties are George, Greene, Jackson and Monroe.  

California

Twenty-seven counties in California have received primary disaster designations due to ongoing drought.  This designation qualifies eligible farmers and ranchers in those 27 counties for EM loans as well as LCP. The counties include:

Butte
Monterey
San Joaquin
Sonoma
Fresno
Napa
San Luis Obispo
Stanislaus
Glenn
Orange
Santa Barbara
Tehama
Kern
Plumas
Santa Clara
Tuolumne
Kings

Riverside
Shasta


Ventura
Los Angeles
San Benito
Sierra
Yolo
Merced
San Bernardino
Solano


The following California counties are eligible only for EM loans because they are contiguous:

Alameda
Inyo
Mendocino
San Mateo
Alpine
Lake
Modoc
Santa Cruz
Amador
Lassen
Mono
Siskiyou
Calaveras
Madera
Nevada
Sutter
Contra Costa
Marin
Sacramento
Trinity
Imperial

Mariposa

San Diego

Yuba

Georgia
In a release dated Oct. 11, 2002, Secretary Ann M. Veneman designated 147 Georgia counties as primary disaster areas.  After reviewing additional crop production loss information, Evans County has also been declared a primary disaster area.  All contiguous counties have already been designated for this same disaster.

Minnesota

Due to drought losses, the Minnesota counties of Crow Wing, Jackson, Nobles and Rock have received primary disaster designations, and are eligible to apply for EM loans and LCP.  Contiguous counties include Aitkin, Cass, Cottonwood, Martin, Morrison, Murray, Pipestone and Waton.
New York

Due to drought losses, 44 counties in New York have received primary disaster designations.  Farmers and ranchers in those counties are eligible for LCP as well as emergency farm loans.  The 44 counties are:

Albany


Essex


Niagara

Schoharie


Allegany

Franklin

Oneida


Steuben
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Broome

Fulton


Onondaga

St. Lawrence
Cattaraugus

Genesee

Ontario

Suffolk


Cayuga

Herkimer

Orleans

Sullivan
Chautauqua

Jefferson

Oswego

Tompkins
Chenango

Lewis


Otsego


Warren
Clinton

Livingston

Rensselaer

Washington


Cortland

Madison

Rockland

Wayne

Delaware

Monroe

Saratoga

Wyoming
Erie

Montgomery
Schenectady
Yates
Because they are contiguous, the following New York counties are eligible only for EM farm loans:

Chemung

Hamilton

Putnam


Tioga
Columbia

Nassau


Schuyler

Ulster
Greene


Orange


Seneca


Westchester

North Carolina

In North Carolina, 35 counties have been designated as primary disaster areas due to an ongoing drought that began earlier this year, and are therefore eligible to apply for LCP as well as EM loans.  Those counties are: 

Avery
Craven
Jackson
Pitt
Bertie
Duplin
Jones
Polk
Bladen
Edgecombe
Lenoir
Sampson
Brunswick
Gates
Macon
Swain
Buncombe
Graham
Madison
Transylvania
Cherokee
Greene
Martin
Washington
Chowan
Haywood
Mitchell
Watauga
Clay
Henderson
Pender
Yancey
Columbus
Hertford
Perquimans

The following North Carolina counties are eligible only for EM loans from USDA because they are contiguous:

Ashe


Cumberland

Nash


Rutherford
Beaufort

Halifax


New Hanover

Tyrrell


Burke
Harnett
Onslow
Wayne
Caldwell
Hyde
Pamlico
Wilkes

Camden
Johnston
Pasquotank
Wilson
Carteret
McDowell
Robeson

Also, in accordance with section 321(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, counties and an independent city in adjacent states that are contiguous to one or more of the 35 primary counties in North Carolina, will be named as contiguous counties, and eligible family farmers may qualify for FSA EM loan assistance.  The contiguous counties in Georgia are Fannin, Rabun, Towns and Union.  The South Carolina contiguous counties are Dillon, Greenville, Horry, Oconee, Pickens and Spartanburg.  Contiguous counties in Tennessee include
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Blount, Carter, Cocke, Greene, Johnson, Monroe, Polk, Sevier and Unicoi.  Southampton County and Suffolk City in Virginia are also contiguous. 
Oregon

Three counties in Oregon have been declared primary disaster due to ongoing drought and other disasters.  Those counties are Baker, Jefferson and Umatilla.  Contiguous counties are Crook, Deschutes, Grant, Linn, Malheur, Marion, Morrow, Union, Wallowa, Wasco and Wheeler.  Baker County was already eligible for LCP due to a previous designation.

Texas
A large portion of Texas also sustained production losses due to an ongoing drought.  In response to this emergency, 122 Texas counties have received primary disaster designations.  Those counties eligible to apply for LCP and EM loans are:

Andrews

De Witt

Jones


Randall

Aransas
Deaf Smith
Kendall
Reagan
Archer
Dickens
Kenedy
Real
Armstrong
Dimmit
Kent
Refugio
Atascosa
Donley
Kerr
Roberts
Bailey
Ector
Kimble
San Patricio
Bandera
El Paso
King
San Saba
Baylor
Erath
Kinney
Scurry
Bee
Fisher
Knox
Shackelford
Bexar
Floyd
La Salle
Sherman
Blanco
Frio
Lamb
Somervell
Bosque

Gaines


Lampasas

Sterling

Brewster
Goliad
Lipscomb
Stonewall
Briscoe
Gonzales
Llano
Swisher
Burnet
Gray
Lynn
Tarrant
Cameron
Guadalupe
Mason
Taylor
Carson
Hale
McCulloch
Terrell
Castro
Hall
McMullen
Throckmorton
Clay
Hamilton
Medina
Travis
Cochran
Hansford
Midland
Upton
Coke
Hartley
Mills
Uvalde
Coleman
Hays
Montague
Val Verde
Comal
Hemphill
Moore
Ward
Coryell
Hockley
Motley
Wichita
Cottle
Hood
Nueces
Wilson
Crane
Hudspeth
Ochiltree
Winkler
Crockett
Hutchinson
Oldham
Wise
Crosby
Irion
Palo Pinto
Yoakum
Culberson
Jack
Parker
Young
Dallam
Jeff Davis
Parmer

Dawson
 
Johnson

Potter
Fifty-eight additional counties are also eligible for emergency assistance only because they are contiguous.  Those counties are:
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Bastrop
Duval
Karnes
Runnels
Bell
Eastland
Kleberg
Schleicher
Borden
Edwards
Lavaca
Stephens
Brooks
Ellis
Live Oak
Sutton
Brown
Fayette
Loving
Terry
Caldwell
Foard
Lubbock
Tom Green
Calhoun
Garza
Martin
Victoria
Callahan
Gillespie
Maverick
Webb
Childress
Glasscock
McLennan
Wheeler
Collingsworth
Hardeman
Menard
Wilbarger
Comanche
Haskell
Mitchell
Willacy
Concho
Hidalgo
Nolan
Williamson
Cooke
Hill
Pecos
Zavala
Dallas
Howard
Presidio

Denton


Jim Wells

Reeves
Vermont
On March 1, 2002, Secretary Anne M. Veneman designated eight counties  in Vermont as primary disaster areas due to drought.  Additional information was requested and subsequently submitted on crop losses for six additional counties.  Based on the new information, Essex, Franklin, Grand Isle, Lamoille, Windham and Windsor Counties have received primary disaster status due to drought.  

Washington

Adams and Franklin Counties in Washington have also been designated as primary disaster areas due to drought.  Because of this designation, all qualified farmers and ranchers in Adams and Franklin Counties are eligible for LCP and EM loans. Contiguous counties eligible only for EM loans are Grant, Lincoln and Whitman.

Since the beginning of the year, USDA has declared several other states, particularly in the western plains and mountain states, as agricultural disaster areas.  USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. Earlier this year, Veneman also announced the authorization of emergency grazing on Conservation Reserve Program acres in an effort to provide drought relief in states that were particularly affected by drought over the past year.


Interested farmers may contact their local FSA Service Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  Additional information is also available online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm.
#
