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Release No. 0488.02

by

Assistant Secretary for Administration Lou Gallegos

Regarding the Black Farmer Protest in Louisiana

Nov. 26, 2002

The U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Black Farmers and Agriculturalists Association (BFAA) have come to an agreement to end the protest by African American farmers at USDA offices on Lake Providence and Oak Grove, Louisiana.  

“Secretary Veneman is keenly aware of the plight of African American farmers in the United States, and restates her commitment to ensure that no USDA customer is subject to discrimination.  The Secretary has authorized Associate Assistant Secretary Clyde Thompson and me to continue a frank and open dialogue with the full BFAA Executive Board, to effectively and efficiently address their concerns.  We have agreed to meet with the entire BFAA Board of Directors in mid-December.  This meeting is continuation of the dialogue begun in the BFAA’s meeting with the Secretary this past summer.

“We hope that the outcome of these discussions will be a commitment between USDA and the BFAA to continue to work together on behalf of African American farmers.”
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