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VENEMAN NAMES JACKSON TO HUMAN RESOURCES POST

WASHINGTON, Dec. 12, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of Ruthie F. Jackson as Director of the Office of Human Resources Management.  

“Ms. Jackson brings a strong record of management success and a knowledge of the department’s field operations to USDA,” said Veneman.  “Her experience will bring strong leadership to our team as we implement the President’s Management Agenda.”  

Jackson comes to her new position after a decade of service with USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS).  In 2001, Ms. Jackson was named Associate Administrator for Regional Operations.  In that position she provided national direction and coordination across the seven FNS regional offices.  Prior to heading Regional Operations, she served as Regional Administrator of the Southwest Region from 1992 to 2001, overseeing federal food and nutrition programs in Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas.  In 1999, Jackson received the Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Executive, the highest honor given to senior executives, for innovative contributions that saved taxpayers more than $195 million and improved the integrity of nutrition assistance programs.

Before coming to USDA, Ms. Jackson served for more than 20 years with the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, where she focused her early efforts on civil rights and child support enforcement.  Later, as HHS Deputy Regional Administrator for Children and Families in Seattle, Wash., she developed and directed unique and effective programs that served pregnant and parenting teens.

Jackson resides in Silver Spring, Maryland.  Originally from Arkansas, she spent her formative years in Seattle, Wash.  She has two adult children. 
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