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MEMBERS AND ALTERNATES NAMED TO PEANUT PROMOTION BOARD
WASHINGTON, Dec. 12, 2002 –– Agriculture Secretary Ann Veneman today appointed four members and four alternate members to serve on the National Peanut Board. The board administers the Peanut Promotion, Research, and Information Order under the Commodity Promotion, Research, and Information Act of 1996.
“I am pleased that these individuals have agreed to serve on the Peanut Promotion Board,” said Veneman.  “They bring a great deal of experience and will be strong additions to the Board.”

The following reappointed members and alternate members will serve three-year terms of office beginning Jan. 1, 2003, and ending Dec. 31, 2005; Ben Bowden of Eufaula, Ala., member; George R. Jeffcoat of Gordon, Ala., alternate ; Donald (Donnie) W. White of Williamston, N.C., member; L.M. (Jack) Brinkley Jr. of Aulander, N.C., alternate; and Delores C. Darden of Smithfield, Va., member.
The following newly appointed member and alternate members will serve three-year terms of office beginning Jan. 1, 2003, and ending Dec. 31, 2005; George L. (Larry) Ford of Greenwood, Fla., member; Paul M. Griswold of Milton, Fla., alternate; and Keith M. Dunn of Yale, Va., alternate. 
The 10-member board is composed of eligible peanut producers. The nominees were appointed from nominations submitted by certified peanut producer organizations.
USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service provides oversight of the National Peanut Board in accordance with the act and order. The board conducts generic promotion, research and consumer and producer information designed to strengthen peanuts’ position in the marketplace and to maintain, develop and expand markets for peanuts. Under the order, domestic producers pay an assessment at the rate of 1 percent of the total value of all farmers’ stock peanuts sold. More information is at http://www.ams.usda.gov/fv/rpb.html
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