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“I applaud President Bush’s decision to expand the Centers for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives to the U.S. Department of Agriculture.   

“The USDA works in many capacities to provide programs, grants and other services that help build stronger communities through rural economic development and investment, food and nutrition programs, as well as food aid.  This decision by the President will provide USDA the opportunity to better coordinate delivery mechanisms and work more closely with faith-based community organizations eligible to participate in these programs.  

“Our objective is to provide these type of programs to help families and children, improve our neighborhoods and build stronger communities.  Through the President’s leadership, we will work with renewed commitment and vigor to achieve results intended through the Faith-Based and Communities Initiative.”
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