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 “Today the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals reversed the May 10, 2001, ruling by the U.S. District Court for the District of Idaho, which enjoined USDA from implementing the Roadless Area Conservation Rule (Roadless Rule).

“We are working with the Department of Justice to review the decision.  On May 4, 2001, the Department announced that it would allow the rule to go into effect as it now will with the injunction vacated by the court.

“The Forest Service is committed to protecting and managing roadless values and consider inventoried roadless areas an important component of the National Forest System. Over the last year, we have been working toward a responsible and balanced approach that fairly addresses concerns raised by states, tribes, and local communities impacted by the rule, and incorporates the Department’s May 4, 2001 principles of informed decision making; working together; protecting forests, communities, homes, and property from fire; and protecting access to property.

“Last week Chief Bosworth and I participated in a meeting with the Forest Roads  Working Group, comprised of several non-governmental conservation organizations working to resolve issues related to roadless area management through a good-faith dialogue among interested stakeholders.  We found it to be a useful dialogue and believe it will help us as we move forward.”
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