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PRESIDENT BUSH TO PROPOSE RECORD-LEVEL SUPPORT FOR NUTRITION PROGRAMS FOR WOMEN, INFANTS AND CHILDREN

$4.8 Billion Request Strengthens HealthierUS Initiative to Improve Health and Prevent Diseases


NEW YORK CITY, Jan. 15, 2003- Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that President Bush will propose record-level funding for USDA’s Women, Infants and Children (WIC) nutritional program as part of his 2004 budget request.  The $4.77 billion request is a $43 million increase over the FY2003 request and represents a $737 million increase since FY 2000.  This request includes an additional $25 million to support child obesity prevention projects and breastfeeding programs, as well as supports a $150 million contingency fund to cover additional WIC participants if needed.


“President Bush is strongly committed to providing a healthy start for women and children through these important programs,” said Veneman.  “Since taking office the President has recognized the success of the WIC program, which is helping so many mothers provide their children with a healthy and nutritious start in life.”     


Prior to making the announcement, Veneman toured a local WIC clinic in Bellevue Hospital and visited with participating mothers, their children and WIC counselors, who provide guidance on nutrition and health care.  According to the latest figures, the program achieved an all time record participation of over 7.64 million participants in October 2002. The President’s new budget will allow local WIC programs, like the one the Secretary visited today, to provide benefits to nearly 8 million low-income mothers and children in 2004.  


Veneman said that the additional funding will go a long way in supporting the HealthierUS Initiative, the President’s health and fitness challenge that includes recommendations for improving overall health and preventing disease.

“This budget will once again reflect an unprecedented commitment to child nutrition programs and continues to build upon a very strong record of support by this Administration,” said Veneman.  “WIC is a proven, effective program with results and helping make for a stronger, healthier America.”


WIC is a public health nutrition program within USDA that provides supplemental food and individualized nutrition education and counseling, as well as critical referrals to other health care and social service assistance programs, for at-risk, low-income pregnant women and new mothers, and for infants and children up to age five.
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Both USDA and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) work together with other agencies to support the President’s HealthierUS Initiative.  Secretaries Veneman and Thompson have teamed up to promote healthier and more balanced diets, as well as physical activity in America.  This includes launching a new, reinvigorated partnership with the “5-A-Day for Better Health Campaign,” which emphasizes the importance of eating five to nine servings of fruits and vegetables daily.  

Additionally, USDA has spearheaded several initiatives aimed at combating the growing prevalence of overweight and obese children in America.  Among current USDA initiatives are the “Eat Smart.Play Hard” campaign for schools; a 48-state nutrition education program for food stamp recipients; an action kit for community organizers titled “Changing the Scene: Improving the School Nutrition Environment;” and a $6 million pilot project in which 100 schools provide fresh produce during the school day.
For more information on the HealthierUS Initiative, and for information on children's health, visit http://www.healthierus.gov and http://www.childrenshealth.gov.  More information on USDA’s nutrition programs can be found at http://www.fns.usda.gov.
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