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VENEMAN DESIGNATES COUNTIES AND PARISHES in IOWA, LOUISIANA, MONTANA AND SOUTH CAROLINA AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS 

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive USDA Assistance

WASHINGTON, Jan. 22, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman has designated as primary agricultural disaster areas counties and parishes in Iowa, Louisiana and Montana because of rain and inclement weather and in South Carolina because of drought.  

"This designation will allow producers to receive assistance to help them recover from adverse weather conditions,” said Veneman.  “USDA continues to use all available programs to assist farmers and ranchers."  

The Iowa counties of Clay, O’Brien and Sioux are designated as primary disaster areas due to losses caused by hail and high winds. Also eligible for assistance because they are contiguous are the counties of Buena Vista, Cherokee, Dickinson, Emmet, Lyon, Osceola, Palo Alto, Plymouth and Pocahontas.
The 20 parishes in Louisiana designated as primary disaster areas due to losses caused by excessive rain are:
Beauregard

DeSoto

Madison

Richland
Calcasieu

East Carroll

Morehouse

Tensas

Cameron

Franklin

Natchitoches

Vernon
Catahoula

Grant


Pointe Coupee
            West Carroll
    Concordia

LaSalle

Red River

Winn
Also eligible because they are contiguous are the Louisiana parishes of: 
Allen


Caldwell 

Ouachita

Union
Avoyelles

East Feliciana 
Rapides

Vermilion
Bienville

Iberville

Sabine

West Baton Rouge
Bossier

Jackson 

St. Landry

West Feliciana
Caddo


Jefferson Davis 
St. Martin
The counties of Glacier and Pondera, where Montana’s Blackfeet Nation is located, are designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by heavy snow, rain and blizzard conditions.  
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In addition to these states, Secretary Veneman has also declared all 46 counties in South Carolina as primary disaster areas due to losses caused by drought.
All of the designations were signed on Jan. 15.  These designations make all qualified farm operators eligible for low-interest emergency (EM) loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  
Over the last year, USDA has declared several other states, particularly in the western plains and mountain states, as agricultural disaster areas.  USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. 

Interested farmers may contact their local FSA Service Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  Additional information is also available online at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm.
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