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 Secretary Ann M. Veneman

On Passage of Drought Assistance By The U.S. Senate

January 22, 2003
“Today the U.S. Senate took action on providing additional assistance to farmers and ranchers who have been impacted by severe drought and inclement weather conditions.

“We appreciate the leadership of Chairmen Cochran and Stevens, as well as others in the Senate, for working to maintain budget discipline, while seeking to provide assistance to farmers and ranchers in disaster-stricken regions of the country and encouraging more use of available risk-management tools.

“Throughout the debate in the Congress on additional disaster aid, the Administration has insisted that the legislation be paid for through offsets in other programs.  The measure passed today appears to meet the Administration’s objectives in this regard.  We will examine it more fully as the Conference Committee convenes to ensure those disciplines are in place.  

“The Administration has remained committed to providing relief to producers who have faced extremely difficult times.  We have worked to make every available tool available within our current authorities.  This has included declaring disaster emergencies in an expeditious manner, making low-interest loans available to producers; working hard to ensure more than $4.4 billion in crop insurance is available to help cover losses; extended haying and grazing to provide feed for livestock; and developing a livestock compensation program that provided nearly $1 billion in immediate assistance to producers most impacted by drought conditions.

“While it appears that this measure passed today works to meet budget disciplines, it will be important for the full Congress to maintain this discipline as it works to complete other measures included in the final legislation.”
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