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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES PUBLIC SERVICE SCHOLARS AS PART OF “LEADERS OF TOMORROW” INITIATIVE


WASHINGTON, Jan. 24, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman has  announced the inaugural class of the U.S. Department of Agriculture Public Service Scholars, a program designed to promote public service and to create access to higher education for undergraduate and graduate students.  


“These students represent our leaders of tomorrow,” said Veneman.  “USDA is making an investment in building our future workforce with talented men and women dedicated to public service who are choosing agriculture as a profession.” 


The 2002 Public Service Scholars Program incorporates the goal of Secretary Veneman’s “Leaders of Tomorrow” initiative which seeks to inspire the next generation of leaders by encouraging community involvement, careers in public service and learning about agriculture.

 Under a pilot program, nine undergraduate students and five graduate students were selected based on their strong academic ability, leadership skills and commitment to public service.  The fourteen Public Service Scholars represent universities from five states and the District of Columbia.  They include:

CALIFORNIA

Felicitas Hernandez-Robles from University of La Verne – La Verne

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Luis Cervantes from John Hopkins University

FLORIDA

Joni Garcia from Florida State University – Tallahassee

Angel Gonzalez Tra’Paga from Florida International University – Miami

Natalia Rangel from Florida International University – Miami

MARYLAND

Aleta Haynes-Williams from University of Maryland – College Park
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NEW MEXICO

Kenneth Branch from New Mexico State University – Las Cruces

Anthony Darrington from New Mexico Highlands University – Las Vegas

Cissi Dzera from New Mexico State University – Las Cruces

Vicente Encinias from University of New Mexico – Albuquerque

Fernando Morales from University of New Mexico – Albuquerque

David Toledo from New Mexico State University – Las Cruces

TEXAS

Vanessa Estrada from University of Texas – San Antonio

Dalia Lovera from University of Texas at Houston – Brownsville


The 2002 Public Service Scholars will become permanent employees of the USDA upon completion of their degrees.  Until then, they will work as student employees and receive a scholarship covering their full tuition, book stipend, use of a personal computer, mentoring, career development assistance and leadership training.


Seven USDA agencies are sponsoring the scholarships, including the National Agricultural Statistics Service; the Food and Nutrition Service; the Agricultural Research Service; the Foreign Agricultural Service; the Natural Resource Conservation Service; the Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service; and the Farm Service Agency.  


The Secretary met with the scholars earlier this month. For more information on the “Leaders of Tomorrow” initiative, visit http://www.usda.gov/leadersoftomorrow/ 
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Note to Reporters: Photographs of the 2002 Public Service Scholars are available from USDA’s photography center at (202) 720-6633.

