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Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623
VENEMAN NAMES DIRECTOR OF USDA’S FAITH-BASED AND COMMUNITY INITIATIVES CENTER

WASHINGTON, Jan. 28, 2003—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the appointment of Juliet McCarthy as Special Assistant to the Secretary and the Director of the USDA Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.  


“Juliet brings her experience and commitment to this important effort at USDA,” said Veneman.  “I am pleased that she is joining our team to help us with this important endeavor.”

President Bush announced the establishment of the USDA center Dec. 12 during a White House Conference in Philadelphia on Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.  The purpose of the center is to coordinate programs for faith-based and other grassroots organizations to improve services directed at reducing poverty and helping people in need. 

As a first step in its implementation of the Initiative, USDA will conduct, in coordination with the White House Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, an agency-wide review to identify opportunities to increase the participation of these organizations in federal as well as state and local activities.


McCarthy joins USDA in this new post after having served as the Deputy Director for the Department of Labor’s Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives since June 2001.  In that position, she developed a plan of the center’s first-year activities, managed staff, monitored projects and served in an outreach capacity.   Prior to that, she served on the Department of Labor’s transition team establishing the newly created Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives in coordination with the White House from January to May 2001.

 
She received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Va. in May 1990 and graduated from the Emory University School of Law in Atlanta, Ga. in May 1993.  

Prior to joining the Administration, McCarthy worked as an attorney at the Georgia Justice Project in Atlanta.  She joins USDA on Feb. 3


For more information on President Bush’s Faith-Based and Community Initiatives, visit: http://www.usda.gov/.

