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“The U.S. proposal marks yet another important milestone in pursuit of free trade for the Western Hemisphere.  A Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) will boost trade and spur economic development throughout the region resulting in additional market access and opportunities for U.S. farmers, ranchers and food companies.

“President Bush has made the FTAA a top priority and this proposal would substantially lower the barriers that limit U.S. farm and food products in these regions.  It is an aggressive and bold plan that once again shows this Administration’s commitment to open and competitive markets.  

“We urge other FTAA countries to respond with equally ambitious proposals to move the negotiations forward towards final agreement.  Progress in the FTAA will benefit U.S. agriculture and consumers in the Western Hemisphere by leveling the playing field and increasing access to goods for consumers in these regions.

“USDA will continue working together with Ambassador Zoellick and his team to ensure negotiations on agricultural issues remain a top priority as we move forward.”
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