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Regarding WTO Chairman Stuart Harbinson’s Paper on Agriculture

February 12, 2003

“We commend Chairman Stuart Harbinson for his timely paper, which should enable meeting the crucial deadline of March 31 for establishing reduction commitments (modalities) in export competition, market access and domestic support.  This first draft for modalities is an attempt to establish a basis for further negotiation on the reduction commitments and rules for agricultural trade.

“We believe this first draft should be a basis for establishing the appropriate balance of reduction commitments. We are fully prepared to work with Chairman Harbinson and other WTO Members to achieve that objective. 

“The U.S. has proposed a bold and aggressive approach to level the playing field for U.S. farmers and ranchers.  We have serious concerns that Harbinson’s paper lacks harmonization and equity in both the market access and domestic support areas.  In addition, the low level of ambition reflected in the approach to market access falls far short of the Doha Mandate, which calls for substantial improvements in market access.  The perpetuation of inequities regarding the allowed levels of trade-distorting domestic support is particularly problematic.”
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