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USDA NAMES STAFF TO COMMUNICATIONS OFFICE


WASHINGTON, Feb. 20, 2003---The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced the addition of three new staff to the Office of Communications. 


Matt Raymond has been named Director of Speechwriting, replacing Dan Wolter who left USDA to be the Director of Communications for Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty.  Raymond was most recently Communications Director and Senior Policy Advisor for Sen. George Allen. He previously served as Communications Director to Sen. Conrad Burns and as State Capital Bureau Chief for the Montana Television Network in Helena Mont.  He holds a B.S. degree in Journalism from Northwestern University.  

Raymond will oversee speech writing operations and other communications support functions for the Department.  He joined USDA on Feb. 18.


Julie Jo Quick has been named Deputy Press Secretary, replacing Matt Lloyd who left USDA to serve as Communications Director for Rep. Mike Pence.  Most recently, Julie served as Special Assistant to the Chief of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Prior to joining NRCS, she was Director of Public Affairs for the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association. Formerly, Quick was the editor of an agriculture newspaper in Wyoming. She holds a B.A. in American Studies from Stanford University and studied at Oxford University in England. 

Among other duties, Quick will help manage day-to-day media operations for USDA and serve as a spokesperson on department matters.  She began her new position on Feb. 19. 

Edgar Ernesto Loyd has been named Deputy Press Secretary, and his duties will include working directly with  Hispanic and minority news organizations.  Most recently, he was Interim Executive Director of the Ohio Commission on Hispanic/Latino Affairs.  His prior experience includes Deputy Clerk of Courts for Hamilton County, Ohio; Assistant Southwest Regional Coordinator for the Taft for Governor campaign and Administrative Aide to Ohio State Senator Janet Cohen Howard. Loyd holds an MBA from Franklin University in Columbus Ohio and a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Cincinnati.  

Among other duties, Loyd will serve as USDA spokesperson to Spanish language news organizations and coordinate Hispanic communications activities among USDA agencies. He joins USDA March 3.
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