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Release No. 0069.03

by 

Secretary Ann M. Veneman

On the Passing of Former Secretary Orville Lothrop Freeman

“The employees of the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the entire food and agriculture community mourn the passing of former secretary Orville Freeman of Minnesota.  

“Secretary Freeman will be long remembered for his dedicated service to our country as a three-term governor of Minnesota and for his stewardship of the Department of Agriculture for nearly all of the 1960’s.  

“He was a friend of the American farmer and made a significant impact on the entire food and agriculture system during his leadership at the Department.  

 “The entire USDA family extends our heartfelt sympathies to Secretary Freeman’s wife, Jane, and the entire Freeman family.”

#

Freeman, Orville Lothrop. Born on May 9, 1918 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Died on February 20, 2003.  He graduated from the University of Minnesota in 1940. He also received his law degree at Minnesota in 1946 after serving as a Marine officer in World War II. Freeman practiced law in Minneapolis and participated in Minneapolis municipal affairs. He was elected Governor of Minnesota in 1954 and served three terms. In 1961, he was chosen by President Kennedy as Secretary of Agriculture and also served under President Johnson. He served as Secretary from January 21, 1961 until January 20, 1969, at which time he joined EDP Technology International, Inc. as its president. In 1981, he became chairman of the board of the Business International Corporation. Freeman was a law partner in the firm of Popham, Schnobrich, Kaufman, and Dotz.
