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USDA DESIGNATES COUNTIES in CALIFORNIA, MICHIGAN, MISSISSIPPI, OREGON, PENNSYLVANIA AND WEST VIRGINIA AS AGRICULTURE DISASTER AREAS 

Decision Allows Farmers and Ranchers to Receive USDA Assistance

WASHINGTON, Feb. 21, 2003 – The U. S. Department of Agriculture has designated counties in California, Michigan, Mississippi, Oregon, Pennsylvania and West Virginia as primary agricultural disaster areas for severe weather conditions, including drought and storms.  

California

Two California counties were designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by drought that occurred from Dec. 1, 2001 through Nov. 25, 2002. These are Inyo and Mono Counties.  Additionally, Humboldt County was designated as a primary disaster area for drought that occurred from March 1, 2001.  This designation also names four California counties as contiguous disasters areas: Del Norte, Mendocino, Siskiyou and Trinity.    

Michigan

Fourteen of 33 Michigan counties designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by excessive rainfall beginning April 1, 2002, are: 

Alger

Dickinson

Keweenaw

Ontonagon

Baraga

Gogebic

Luce


Schoolcraft

Chippewa

Houghton

Mackinac



Delta

Iron


Marquette

Nineteen of the 33 Michigan counties designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by drought that occurred June 15, 2002, and continuing are:

Barry

Eaton

Kalamazoo

Shiawassee

Berrien

Genesee
Lenawee

Van Buren

Branch

Hillsdale
Livingston

Washtenaw

Calhoun

Ingham
Monroe

Wayne

Cass

Jackson
St. Joseph


Named as contiguous counties for excessive rainfall occurring from April 1, 2002, are Cheboygan, Emmet and Menominee. Also named as contiguous for drought that occurred from June 15, 2002, are the counties of Allegan, Clinton, Gratiot, Inoia, Kent, Lapeer, Macomb, Oakland, Saginaw and Tuscola.     

Mississippi

The 71 Mississippi counties that were designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by Tropical Storm Isidore, Hurricane Lili and related adverse weather conditions include:  

Adams

Grenada

Madison

Stone

Alcorn

Hancock

Marion


Sunflower

Amite

Harrison

Marshall

Tallahatchie

Benton

Hinds


Monroe

Tate

Bolivar

Holmes

Newton

Tippah

Calhoun

Humphreys

Noxubee

Tishomingo

Carroll

Issaquena

Oktibbeha

Tunica

Chickasaw
Itawamba

Panola


Union

Choctaw

Jackson

Pearl River

Walthall

Claiborne

Jefferson

Perry


Warren

Clay

Jefferson Davis
Pike


Washington

Coahoma

Jones


Pontotoc

Wayne

Covington
Lafayette

Prentiss

Webster

De Soto

Lawrence

Quitman

Wilkinson

Forrest

Lee


Rankin


Winston

Franklin

Leflore


Scott


Yalobusha

George

Lincoln

Sharkey

Yazoo

Greene

Lowndes

Simpson



In addition, 11 Mississippi counties have been named contiguous in this designation. Those counties are:

Attala

Jasper


Lauderdale

Neshoba

Clarke

Kemper

Leake


Smith

Copiah

Lamar


Montgomery

Oregon

Six Oregon counties were designated as primary disaster areas for drought occurring as early as September 2000, depending upon the county.  They are:   

Coos

Curry

Union

Crook

Grant

Wheeler

Pennsylvania

Also designated, as primary disaster areas caused by drought occurring from June 1, 2002, are Delaware, Fayette, Green, Tioga and Washington Counties in Pennsylvania.   

West Virginia

The 41 West Virginia counties that are designated as primary disaster areas due to damages and losses caused by severe drought that occurred from Jan. 1 through Nov. 19, 2002, are: 

Berkeley

Hampshire

Mercer

Ritchie

Boone

Hancock

Mineral
Roane

Braxton

Harrison

Mingo

Taylor

Brooke

Jackson

Monroe
Tyler

Cabell

Kanawha

Morgan
Upshur

Calhoun

Lewis


Nicholas
Wayne

Clay

Lincoln

Ohio

Webster

Doddridge
Logan


Pendleton
Wetzel

Gilmer

Marshall

Pleasants
Wirt

Grant

Mason


Pocahontas
Wood

Greenbrier

In addition to these counties designated as primary, the following West Virginia counties were named as contiguous:

Barbour

McDowell

Putnam

Summers

Fayette

Monongalia

Raleigh

Tucker

Marion

Preston

Randolph

Wyoming

These designations make all qualified farm operators eligible for low-interest emergency (EM) loans from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), provided eligibility requirements are met.  Farmers in eligible counties have eight months from the date of the declaration to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses.  FSA will consider each loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of losses, security available and repayment ability.  FSA has a variety of programs available, in addition to the emergency loan program, to help eligible farmers recover from adversity.  
Over the last year, USDA has declared several other states, particularly in the western plains and mountain states, as agricultural disaster areas.  USDA has also made other programs available to assist farmers and ranchers, including the Emergency Conservation Program, Federal Crop Insurance and the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program. 

Interested farmers may contact their local FSA Service Centers for further information on eligibility requirements and application procedures for these and other programs.  Additional information is also available online at: 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/disaster/assistance1.htm.
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