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February 26, 2003

“The National Organic Program is the product of 10 years of hard work and development by many interested parties with an extensive amount of public input.  The program has benefited from bipartisan support from inception through publication of final program requirements which were implemented late last year.    

“I am concerned that the language inserted in the Omnibus Appropriations Act could weaken the National Organic Program.  It is important to maintain a strong organic program that ensures the integrity of the organic label placed on consumer products.   The best way to do that is by maintaining the organic standards as we implemented them in October 2002.  I support bipartisan efforts to ensure those USDA standards remain in place.

"Since becoming Secretary I have worked to implement the National Organic Standards rule, ensured the standards met consumer expectations, and made every effort to prevent those standards from being weakened.  To suggest otherwise or to question my commitment or the Department’s commitment to a strong organic program is simply wrong.”

