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VENEMAN SWEARS IN VERNON PARKER TO CIVIL RIGHTS POST

WASHINGTON, April 1, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced today that Vernon Parker, who was confirmed by the U.S. Senate on March 27, has been officially sworn into office. During a private ceremony, Veneman administered the oath of office to Parker as assistant secretary for civil rights. 

“We appreciate the swift confirmation of Vernon Parker by the U.S. Senate,” said Veneman.  “He brings a unique perspective and enthusiasm to this new and vital position at USDA.  I am proud to welcome him to the USDA team.” 


As assistant secretary for civil rights, Parker will provide leadership for USDA’s Office of Civil Rights and ensure compliance with all civil rights laws governing USDA employees and customers.  This new position was established by the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002.


Prior to this appointment, Parker served interim senior pastor for his church in Paradise Valley, Arizona. He serves the Salvation Army on its National Board of Directors and the Board of Directors of the Christian Family Care Agency.
            In 1988, after receiving his B.S. degree in finance from California State University, Long Beach, Parker received his J.D. from the Georgetown University Law Center. While there, he served as editor-in-chief of the Georgetown American Criminal Law Review.

           Upon receiving his law degree, Parker joined the federal government as counselor to the director of the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) and director of policy for OPM.  Two years later, he was appointed OPM’s general counsel.  As such, Parker worked with and familiarized himself with every branch of the federal government.  He implemented policies on administrative issues ranging from civil rights, to federal employees’ health care, to government contract and procurement issues.  


Complete biographical sketches and photographs of each subcabinet member are available at http://www.usda.gov/agencies/gallery/gallery.htm 

#

