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USDA INCREASES THE NUMBER OF PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE OFFICERS THROUGH PARTNERSHIP WITH THE SURGEON GENERAL


WASHINGTON, April 17, 2003—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced an agreement with the U.S Department of Health and Human Services’ Public Health Service (PHS) Commissioned Corps to significantly expand the number of PHS Commissioned Corps Officers detailed to the Food Safety and Inspection Service.  

“The Bush Administration is committed to investing in our food safety and food security programs to protect the public health,” said Veneman.  “This agreement is just one of the many ways we are enhancing our systems at USDA.”

PHS Officers are highly-trained health experts who bring diverse backgrounds and experience to support the FSIS public health mission.  Flexible deployment rules allow the officers to assist FSIS staff in instantly responding to emergencies, such as a foodborne illness outbreak and shifting priorities within the agency.  These additional officers also enhance FSIS capabilities for rapid response during heightened security alerts or an actual threat to food security. 

"Every day uniformed Public Health Officers provide care and services to thousands of people across the country and around the world," Surgeon General Richard Carmona said.  "This important collaboration with FSIS will continue our commitment to protect the health of our nation in a meaningful and sustained way."

“The Public Health Service Commissioned Corps Officers will greatly enhance the capacity of FSIS to protect public health,” said FSIS Administrator Dr. Garry L. McKee, himself a reserve PHS Officer. “This year, the agreement will add up to 30 additional officers nationwide across all program areas in FSIS.” 

The officers will serve in various capacities across the agency in specific areas where there is a greater demand for scientific expertise on public health issues. The officers will work as permanent staff members alongside their agency counterparts as veterinarians, scientists, dietitians, environmental health officers, physicians, nurses and other health professionals.
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