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USDA MAKES $3 MILLION AVAILABLE TO HELP CALIFORNIA LANDOWNERS MEET ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

 

WASHINGTON, April 24, 2003-Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that $3 million will be made available through the 2003 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to help California producers address air quality concerns.  
 
 “The Environmental Quality Incentives Program can help producers meet the requirements of environmental regulations,” said Veneman.  “These funds will help California producers comply with new air quality rules.” 
 
California farms that operate large stationary diesel engines must reduce emissions from these engines in order to meet new regulations released by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  Due to the number of agricultural pump engines in use in California, EPA is encouraging farmers to replace high emitting stationary pump engines with engines that are certified to meet non-road standards.  
 
EQIP funds will be used to help qualified landowners replace existing agricultural engines with engines certified to the emission standards for nonroad engines.  This is expected to reduce nitrogen oxides emissions and improve air quality.

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program that promotes environmental quality and assists producers to meet local, state and federal regulations.  EQIP was reauthorized and amended in the 2002 Farm Bill.   Information about EQIP and other NRCS conservation programs can be found at www.nrcs.usda.gov.  Information on the 2002 Farm Bill is available at www.usda.gov/farmbill.  
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