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“We are pleased to have had the opportunity for frank and wide-ranging discussions on matters of concern to both our agriculture sectors.  It is our first opportunity to have extended discussions over several days and we have used the time to good advantage.

“First, we are pleased to have resolved the technical issues that have impeded our poultry trade.  We also have concluded a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that will serve as a framework for a greatly expanded program of cooperation and partnership in some critically important areas for agriculture.  And, we have begun formulation of some specific activities that we will get underway in the very near future.

“This visit highlighted the importance that both the United States and Russia place on resolving our differences on trade in poultry.  The Russian Ministry of Agriculture and USDA teams are now inspecting all U.S. poultry plants.  Those inspections are being conducted with the mutual understanding that plants using diverse approaches to separation of work zones and to temporary refrigerated storage of product meet the Russian Federation’s standards for safety and quality.   We anticipate these inspections and determinations can be completed by July 1 and without disruption of trade.  
“Second, the MOU signed today provides a mechanism to guide mutually beneficial, cooperative activities in three broad areas:  (1) agricultural policy, agribusiness and investment; (2) agricultural research, extension and education; and (3) sustainable agriculture and rural development.  We expect to inaugurate a wide variety of activities in these three areas in the coming months, with one of these being intensive activity in biotechnology encompassing both research and regulatory procedures.  

“We will personally monitor the ongoing activities of the working groups meeting throughout the year and with an annual review session.  Representatives of the Russian Ministry of Agriculture and USDA will cochair each group, with the annual reviews held in Moscow and Washington, D.C. on a rotating basis.  These activities and discussions will include other interested government agencies, agribusiness and scientific and other organizations from both countries.

“We hope we have laid the foundation in the discussion of the past two days for cooperation that will prove highly beneficial to the farmers and the agriculture sectors in both our countries.”
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