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TWO COMPANIES RECEIVE USDA’S EXPORT EXCELLENCE AWARD


WASHINGTON, May 16, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today presented Donald W. Nugent, founder, president and chief executive officer of Graceland Fruit, Incorporated, and William Kim, president of EP International Company, with the Edward R. Madigan U.S. Agricultural Export Excellence Award for their entrepreneurial efforts in foreign markets.   The award commemorates Edward R. Madigan, former congressman from Illinois and U.S. Secretary of Agriculture from March 1991 to January 1993.  
 “Secretary Madigan recognized that vigorous export growth is vital to the future prosperity of rural communities across America as well as the entire U.S. economy,” said Veneman.  “These winners are examples of outstanding contributions to U.S. agriculture’s export success.” 

Graceland Fruit, Inc., from Frankfort, Mich., was cited for its entrepreneurial efforts to develop innovative, infused dried fruit products and market them successfully in targeted East Asian and European markets.


EP International Company from Irvine, Calif., was selected for its successful efforts to expand sales to Asian markets for U.S. dried legumes, seasonings and processed ingredients.  

Graceland Fruit has demonstrated its commitment to promote its products by participating in trade shows, seminars, samplings and other market research initiatives.  Graceland Fruit has made extensive use of USDA Market Access Program funds through the Mid-America International Agri-Trade Council and is active in the Cherry Marketing Institute’s Export Council.  As a result of these efforts, Graceland Fruit’s export sales have increased 118 percent over the last four years.

EP International Company was selected because of its demonstrated commitment to expand exports with its strong promotional efforts, development of new products for different consumer tastes, market research initiatives and Web site development.  EP International also participates in USDA programs and is a member of the U.S. Dry Pea and Lentil Council and the National Dry Bean Council.  As a result of these activities, its exports have increased about 550 percent over the last four years.
The Madigan award is presented for development of new products or services for agricultural export markets; development of new agricultural export markets; and creative marketing of products or services in agricultural export markets.  The Edward R. Madigan Agricultural Export Excellence Award Board of Evaluators, made up of members representing a broad spectrum of agricultural interests, selected Graceland Fruit, Inc., and EP International Company for the honor.
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