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USDA FARMERS MARKET OPENS EIGHTH SEASON JUNE 6
WASHINGTON, June 5, 2003 – Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia farmers will display and sell their seasonal products at the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farmers Market which opens this Friday, June 6, and will be open each Friday through Oct. 31.

Deputy Secretary of Agriculture James R. Moseley will open the eighth season of USDA’s Farmers Market at 10 a.m.  The four-hour outdoor market will feature live music, free raffles, demonstrations and the opportunity to meet area producers and purchase their fresh fruits, vegetables, herbs, baked good, cut flowers and more.

“Farmers markets have an important place in USDA’s efforts to encourage healthier eating and nutrition,” said Moseley.  “We encourage all Americans to seek out their local farmers markets.”

USDA works to help farmers develop avenues for selling their products directly to consumers. USDA also provides technical support to state departments of agriculture, municipalities, and farm organizations to help establish, expand and promote farmers markets.

In addition, USDA supports farmers markets through programs that assist women, children and the elderly.  The Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Farmers Market Nutrition Program, established in 1992, provides additional coupons to WIC participants for purchasing fresh fruits and vegetables at participating farmers markets.  Under the Seniors Farmers Market Nutrition Pilot Program USDA awards grants to states, U.S. Territories and Indian tribal governments to provide coupons to low-income seniors that may be exchanged for eligible foods at farmers markets, roadside stands, and community-supported agriculture programs.

USDA’s Farmers Market is open to the public each Friday from June 6 through October 31 in the parking lot on the east side of USDA’s Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building, at the intersection of Independence Avenue and 12th Street, SW., in Washington, D.C.

More information on Farmers Markets across the country can be found at:  http://www.ams.usda.gov/farmersmarkets
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