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“I applaud the U. S. Senate for passing an amendment to establish a national Renewable Fuels Standard designed to achieve average annual use of at least five billion gallons by the year 2012. 

 


“This Amendment is positive news for America’s farmers and rural residents.  By raising the demand for farm products, this proposal would boost prices of corn and other crops, raise income for farmers and create more rural processing businesses.  This in turn would create or maintain an estimated 13,000 rural jobs with 23 percent of them arising in farming, 21 percent in food processing and 56 percent in the nonfood sectors.   


“New technology is increasing the demand for agricultural products by discovering alternative uses that not only increase returns to producers and create jobs in rural areas but also provide consumers with products that are better for the environment.  


“If the amendment becomes law, ethanol use would more than double over the next decade‑‑a dramatic increase in a domestically produced, renewable fuel that reduces carbon monoxide and toxic air emissions.  This Administration is committed to the kind of programs that support agriculture as an energy solution.” 


“We look forward to this amendment becoming part of a final bill that the President can sign into law so that American farmers, ranchers and consumers can benefit from cleaner air and stronger rural communities.”
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