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USDA ANNOUNCES INCREASED ELIGIBILITY FOR 2003   
NON-FAT DRY MILK LIVESTOCK FEED ASSISTANCE
WASHINGTON, June 13, 2003 - Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture is expanding eligibility for 2003 non-fat dry milk livestock feed assistance, originally announced in April.   This action adds seven counties in southeastern Idaho and an additional four counties in northwestern Utah, all of which are areas hardest hit by continuing drought.  With these additions, 134 counties have now been qualified and livestock producers in 10 states are now eligible to receive surplus CCC stocks of non-fat dry (NDM) milk that are out of condition. CCC sells the NDM at a nominal price to states and tribal organizations for their use in assisting eligible livestock producers. 

“This Administration is committed to providing relief to producers facing the most severe drought,” said Veneman.  “This program is designed to be dynamic and adaptable to help meet the needs of America’s foundation livestock owners experiencing the worst conditions.”

              Other states already included in the program are Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, South Dakota and Wyoming.   Eligible livestock include foundation herds of beef cattle, buffalo, sheep and goats.  National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) data is used to determine the number of eligible livestock in each county, and state and Tribal governments are responsible for determining eligibility and distributing the NDM to producers.  Eligibility is determined based on the U.S. Drought Monitor found on the Web at  http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html.    The CCC will bear the expense of and be responsible for transporting the NDM to designated distribution points.   The allocation of NDM for a county is based on a renewable, 30-day supply equivalent to 2 pounds of NDM per day for beef cattle and buffalo, and ½ pound of NDM per day for sheep and goats.  

             The addition of 11 counties commits 12 million more pounds of NDM, bringing the total to 232 million pounds of NDM designated for these 10 states.  Foundation livestock producers in the eligible states should watch for further program details from applicable state or tribal governments.

              Additional assistance to livestock producers is also available under two other programs authorized under the Agricultural Assistance Act of 2003.  Sign-up for the Livestock Compensation Program II (LCP-II), which compensates producers for 2001 or 2002 losses, began April 1, 2003, and ends July 3, 2003.  As of June 2, 2003, more than 73,000 producers had applied for LCP-II assistance based on 8.1 million head of eligible livestock. More than $82 million of the $144 million applied for has been paid to producers.  Under the LCP-I Program conducted in 2002 more than $857 million was paid to eligible livestock producers in 42 States.
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                The Livestock Assistance Program (LAP) provides assistance for 2001 or 2002 grazing losses, and sign-up is scheduled to begin in July 2003.

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has developed a Web site that provides producers with one convenient location for details on new and existing disaster assistance.  The Web site can be accessed at http://www.usda.gov or at http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov/.
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