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INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS, EXPERTS TO ADDRESS 

AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY MINISTERIAL


WASHINGTON, June 17, 2003 – Ministers of Agriculture from Uganda, the Philippines, Georgia, Mexico, Lebanon and Spain will be among the speakers at the Opening Plenary of the Ministerial Conference and Expo on Agricultural Science and Technology, June 23-25 in Sacramento, Calif., Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced today.  The agenda also will include experts from private industry as well as U.S. government officials.

The conference will focus on the role that science and technology can play in increasing agricultural productivity and reducing hunger and malnutrition in developing countries.  Conference sessions will address access to technologies, new scientific research, the relationship between regulation and innovation, and the creation of partnerships to help developing countries adopt productivity-enhancing, environmentally sustainable technologies. 

Also addressing the Ministerial will be Nobel Laureate Norman Borlaug and Dr. Rita R. Colwell, director of the National Science Foundation.  

“We are fortunate to have such international participation as well as two such distinguished speakers participate in the Ministerial,” Veneman said.  “The varied list of topics and speakers will create a dialogue about the important role that technologies can play in addressing many issues facing the world today.”  

Dr. Borlaug is the recipient of the 1970 Nobel Peace Prize for his work in launching the “Green Revolution” in India and Pakistan.  He serves as the president of the Sasakawa Africa Association.

Dr. Colwell has served as the director of the National Science Foundation since 1998.  In that position, she has spearheaded work in education and training in science, mathematics and engineering.  She has also promoted greater involvement of women and minorities in science and engineering.

Other speakers planned to address the Ministerial will include experts from Zimbabwe, Malawi, Indonesia, India, South Africa, Honduras, Brazil, China, and other countries, as well as U.S. officials representing several government agencies, and universities, research centers and nongovernmental organizations.  

Over 150 ministerial delegations from more than 100 countries plan to attend the Ministerial Conference and the Expo.   A Technology Expo will run concurrently with the Conference and will allow companies to display and demonstrate products and services with applications in all segments of the food chain.

-more-

-2-


Information about the Ministerial Conference is posted on the Web at http://www.fas.usda.gov/icd/stconf/conf_main.htm.   More information about the Expo can be found on the Web at http://www.exhibitpro.com/ministerial.  
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