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 USDA TO EXHIBIT TECHNOLOGY TO WORLD DELEGATES AT MINISTERIAL EXPO


WASHINGTON, June 19, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman said today that the Expo on Agricultural Science and Technology will feature nearly 60 exhibits to highlight technology that can help developing countries raise agricultural productivity in an environmentally sustainable way and facilitate technology transfer to developing countries.   The exhibits will be shown in conjunction with the Ministerial Conference and Expo on Agricultural Science and Technology from June 23-25, 2003, in Sacramento, California.


“These exhibits will showcase technologies that can help increase agricultural productivity and address global hunger and poverty,” Veneman said.  


According to Veneman, existing and emerging technologies in food and agriculture can help feed the hungry, improve nutrition and raise living standards, while protecting the environment for future generations.


The Ministerial Conference and Expo is co-sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Agency for International Development.  Veneman first announced plans for a science and technology conference in June 2002 in Rome at the World Food Summit: Five Years Later.

Ministerial Conference and Expo participants include over 150 ministers of agriculture, science and technology, health and environment from developing countries, economies in transition and high-income countries.  The Ministerial will feature more than 80 speakers and panelists from around the world.  They include leaders and technical experts from developing and developed country governments, international organizations, research institutes and universities, foundations and private industry.


Among the exhibits at the Expo, some will feature:


Water Management -- Showing how drip irrigation can increase crop yields and preserve scarce water resources and can provide solutions for open-field agriculture and landscaping irrigation, greenhouse projects, wastewater management and advanced crop management and monitoring systems.


Biorefining Technology -- Demonstrating how biorefining technology utilizes diverse, low-value biomass such as corn stover and wheat straw as the feedstock to produce fuel ethanol, specialty chemicals and energy.  
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Food Safety -- The latest scientific initiatives to ensure the safety of meat, poultry and egg products supply from unintentional, as well as intentional biological, chemical and radiological contamination will be highlighted, including electron beam systems.  

Conservation Practices -- Highlighting key research initiatives:  Housing, clean water, environmental technologies, biobased products and improving forest health and rural economies through the use of small-diameter timber. Exhibits will also show how technological tools can be used to improve natural resources, including soil aeration tools for conservation, cultivation and rejuvenation of soil.   

Technology Transfer -- Illustrates technologies resulting from research in animal production, crop production, plant breeding, biobased products, food safety, nutrition, environment, fiber and biotechnology.  

Satellite Technology -- Live computer hook-ups and plasma screen displays show how meteorological data and satellite imagery can monitor crops around the world.  Staffers will demonstrate several useful analytical tools, such as Crop Explorer, that provide easy-to-read crop condition information for most agricultural regions in the world.  In addition, exhibits will show how Geographic Information Systems can be used for a variety of agricultural and environmental purposes to develop agricultural systems.  
Distance Learning Technology -- Displaying and demonstrating a variety of tools used in training and education for veterinarians, producers, farmers and other stakeholders.  Web-based seminars, interactive CD-ROMS, learning modules and videos on topics from foreign animal disease investigations to protective biosecurity equipment will be featured.  A new system for employing personal digital assistants when collecting and compiling pest survey data will also be on display. 

Sustainable Science -- Addressing the areas of value-added processing of agricultural raw materials, sustainable agriculture, environmentally friendly biobased products, integrated pest management practices and aquaculture.  

Technological Advances in Grain Quality Measurement -- Demonstrating the use of near-infrared transmittance technology to measure wheat protein; soybean oil and protein; and corn oil, protein, and starch content; and the use of digital imaging in rice inspection.  

Additional information about the exhibits and the conference is available at http://www.usda.gov.
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