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Alisa Harrison (202) 720-4623
VENEMAN NAMES ANNABELLE ROMERO AS DIRECTOR, NATIVE AMERICAN PROGRAMS

          WASHINGTON, June 19, 2002 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of Annabelle Romero as director, Native American Programs.  

          “Romero brings a deep interest and commitment to ensuring that USDA programs are designed to meet the needs and concerns of Native Americans,” said Veneman.  “Her diverse background will help us strengthen our relationships with American Indians and Alaskan Natives.”  

          As director of Native American Programs, Romero will serve as the principal advisor and representative on matters related to USDA policy and programs as they benefit and affect American Indians and Native Alaskans.  She will be the liaison between USDA and American Indian tribal governments and Alaskan Native communities in developing policies and in assisting tribal communities in understanding and accessing USDA programs.

          Romero has served as special assistant to the assistant secretary for administration since April 2002.  Among other duties, Romero successfully planned and managed the first USDA-wide consultation, site visit and career fair with the Navajo Nation in September 2002.  

          From April 2001 to February 2002, Romero served as director of White House Personnel, where she directed and managed the staffing needs of the White House Office, Office of the Vice President, and Office of Policy Development.

          Romero has a record of strong management and organizational skills over 22 years in the public and private sectors, including staff positions with Sen. Pete Domenici of New Mexico (1980-1984), Congressman Tom Campbell of California (1996-2001), and Sen. Sam Brownback of Kansas (2001).  From 1991-1993, Romero served in the Administration of President George Herbert Walker Bush as deputy director of White House Liaison at the Department of Justice.

          A native of Belen, N.M., Romero resides in Churchton, Md.
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