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FOOD STAMP PROGRAM IMPROVES SERVICE TO PENNSYLVANIA, FLORIDA AND MASSACHUSETTS ELDERLY, DISABLED

WASHINGTON, June 20, 2003 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Social Security Administration today announced an easier way for low-income elderly and disabled people to receive food assistance in Florida, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania.  These are the most recent states selected to participate in the Combined Application Project, or CAP.  Through CAP, individuals who live alone and receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI) can file a simplified application for food stamps at their local Social Security offices.

 
“Improving access to nutrition assistance is a top priority for this Administration,” said Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman.  “We are pleased that this initiative with the Social Security Administration will provide improved services for some of our most vulnerable citizens through this expansion of the CAP program.”

CAP is the result of a creative partnership between the Social Security Administration, USDA and participating states to use modern technology to remove barriers to participation by streamlining the application for SSI and food stamp benefits into a single process. A computer program is used to integrate simplified food stamp rules with data from the Social Security Administration to eliminate the need for multiple interviews, lengthy forms and trips to several different offices. 
In 2000, the most recent year for which participation rates are available, only 31 percent of eligible seniors received food stamps, compared to 59 percent of all eligible people partly due to their unique difficulties in meeting the program’s administrative requirements.
“The Social Security Administration is committed to providing good service to the public,” said Jo Anne B. Barnhart,  Commissioner of Social Security. “Through CAP, Social Security will help prevent hunger, improve nutrition and health and increase the independence of those who receive food stamps.”  
Because CAP offers the elderly and disabled one-stop shopping and streamlined application process, CAP makes it easier for the elderly and disabled to get food assistance.  Research has shown that CAP has been successful since its initial launch in 1995 in South Carolina. It helped increase participation among SSI recipients from 38 percent in 1994 to 50 percent in 1998, while the national participation rate decreased from 42 to 38 percent during the same period. 
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Additional information about the Food Stamp Program can be found at http://www.fns.usda.gov/fsp/.  Information on Supplemental Security Income is available at http://www.ssa.gov/notices/supplemental-security-income/.  An evaluation of the program in South Carolina can be found at http://www.fns.usda.gov/oane/MENU/Published/FSP/FILES/Program Operations/SSI-FSPsum.htm
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