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VENEMAN PRESENTS SPECIAL REPORT TO MINISTERS ATTENDING 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE

SACRAMENTO, June 23, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today released a special report on science and technology at the Ministerial Conference and Expo on Agricultural Science and Technology being held in Sacramento, Calif. June 23-25.

“The future of agriculture increasingly is being determined by technology,” Veneman said.  “USDA prepared this special report to illustrate the opportunities and challenges of using science and technology to strengthen global food security and reduce hunger.” 

The illustrated, 40-page report, “21st Century Agriculture: A Critical Role for Science and Technology,” showcases a broad range of conventional and emerging technologies that can increase agricultural productivity, enhance the nutrient content of foods and offer new capabilities and options in production and marketing for developing countries.  The report also draws attention to unmet needs in Sub-Saharan Africa and other developing regions, and addresses issues of technology development and transfer.  

  “Developed and developing countries must work in partnership to share the opportunities and benefits of modern technologies in agriculture,” Veneman said.  “The conference and report offer policymakers in developing countries a chance to focus on what science and technology can do for their farmers, their consumers and their countries.” 

According to the report, agricultural productivity in developing countries must grow more rapidly than it has in the last decade to keep pace with expanding food demand and to raise incomes.  The first section describes how past research and innovation, including breakthroughs that triggered the Green Revolution, generated dramatic gains in agricultural productivity in some countries while bypassing others.  The next section focuses on current and emerging production, processing and marketing technologies, describing these technologies and their potential benefits–from water management and biotechnology to bioinformatics and nanotechnology.

The third section discusses how a country’s policies, institutions and infrastructure can foster or hinder scientific innovation.  It points out, for example, that domestic and foreign investment in technology is encouraged by open and transparent investment regulations compatible with global trading rules.  The final section of the report summarizes the challenges and opportunities ahead.  
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Agricultural and other ministers from more than 100 countries are attending the conference, which focuses on how science and technology, in a supportive policy environment, can increase agricultural productivity, spur economic growth and help alleviate world hunger and poverty.  

The new report is available at http://www.usda.gov/. Printed copies can be ordered from the National Technical Information Service at 703-605-6000 or 1-800-553-6847.  News and information about the conference is posted on the Web at http://www.usda.gov/. 
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