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SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Good morning, and thank you all very much for being here at this conference.  We really appreciate the participation of over 100 registered media at this conference.
“I really hope that many of you have had the opportunity to hear the many speakers, that you've had an opportunity to talk with some of the ministers and the guests that we've had here with us in Sacramento this week, and to see what this conference has really been all about.  The information presented here has been outstanding and will truly help ministers continue their effort to increase their productivity in their agriculture sectors.  We've heard so many comments from so many people at this conference on what a success this has been.
“And I want to again thank our cosponsors, USAID and the State Department, for making this historic conference possible.  I also wanted to say again a very, very special thank you to the City of Sacramento.  This has just been an extraordinary effort on the part of the city, of the law enforcement officers, and everyone who has made us and all of the conference participants feel welcome this week.  I've heard so many wonderful comments from people about what a great city Sacramento is, and I am just proud that we were able to bring it here.
“The diversity of the ministers and the delegates and other participants really contributed greatly to this event.  As we said, we have had over 100 different minister-level people; about 400 delegates and a thousand participants; 60 ministers of agriculture, around 26 from the areas of natural resources and environment; 18 ministers of science and technology, which has really been important because that has been the topic of this conference, is science and technology.  We had ministers of the economy and trade and industry.  We've had some ministers from health and education.  And that's one of the things that's made this conference so extraordinary.  I've attended lots of international conferences, but to see this kind of diversity of representation, I think, has really made this an extraordinary opportunity.
-more-

“I think we've also made some real progress here.  One of the points of progress has probably been the interaction of the delegates, and that may very well be one of the most important outcomes here.

“It is important to remember that this is probably one of the largest gatherings of ministers ever to address this issue.  We've heard success stories here, and hopefully, where those success stories have been told, that there will be the attempt to duplicate them elsewhere.  There has been enormous excitement among developing countries who have been represented here.  This morning we had the opportunity to have a breakfast meeting with the African delegates.  And I was struck by, first of all, every single person who was there expressed appreciation for the conference and talked about how much they learned.  But the amount of enthusiasm for science and technology to deliver solutions is just really quite remarkable.
“One of the attendees this morning said the conference was pertinent, informative, inspiring.  He said it is "the most important workshop I've ever been to in my life."  Another said, "The journey to California is the longest I have made in my life, but it is also the most rewarding.  What I have gained here is more than I gained in four years in the classroom," he said.
“To hear those kinds of comments is indeed quite rewarding when I and my staff have put in the kind of effort we have to put on this conference.  We've heard also from so many people about having had access to talk with people they never would have had the opportunity to talk with in any other kind of situation.  One of the researchers from one of our land grant universities walked up to me yesterday and said, "You know, we do a lot of international research.  I've had the opportunity to talk with minister-level people that I never would have had access to and talk about the possibility of partnering with these countries."  So these are the kinds of outcomes that we think are really quite remarkable.
“The other thing we've heard is the tremendous amount of response from developed countries who are here--the desire to look to how they can be part of the solution, how they have met so many of their counterparts that they want to work with, particularly in research and in technology.
“So as we've gone through this conference, through bilateral discussion, informal discussion, plenary breakout sessions, several themes emerged.  And I don't how many of you had the opportunity to see the closing session last night, but I wanted to highlight some of the things that I talked about, but also invite you, if you have the opportunity--because we have some wonderful speeches by some ministers--to visit on our website to see the video stream's whole end of the conference, including the closing video.
“I talked last night in my speech about four broad categories of themes that came out of this discussion.  First is the need to harness information to help farmers.  We heard this over and over again, about how research keeps the technology pipeline filled, and we must remember that a lot of technology already exists, but that if agriculture research isn't applied, it doesn't help anyone.  So one of the constant themes was `How do we make research accessible to farmers?’  There's been a lot of discussion about research and its application through extension, and the vital role of extension services to provide information to farmers so that they may realize the practical benefits of research and technology.
-more-

“We heard a story--I met in a bilateral yesterday with the Sri Lankans, and they were telling me about how they're using model farms to disseminate information to other farmers.  So they will choose a farmer and then disseminate information through that model farm.
“The second kind of theme is the overarching need to expand the knowledge base.  We’ve heard many people at this conference talk about the need to revitalize research, research institutions, regional research coordination, and we’ve heard many times that research needs to be expanded particularly in staple crops, particularly in Africa.  Things that we don't think about sometimes, like cassava and chickpeas and yams.  There's a need for education on soil erosion.  Many developing countries are looking at ways to get new blood into the application of the sciences.  They expressed this desire to get additional people into agriculture sciences that will come back and help the developing world.
“There was also a strong feeling, I think, throughout this conference that partnerships and the fact that no one can really go it alone, and the need for partnerships, which is closely related to the knowledge base.  And there are partnerships, really, that can be addressed in many forms:  Between and among developing countries, who have much to offer and learn from each other--and I think that's been one of the real benefits of this conference, is that some of these developing countries have had the opportunity to meet ministers of agriculture and research from other developing countries and talk about what works, what hasn't, and how they might expand their own ability to produce.  Obviously, partnerships between developing and developed nations are important, and there is still a lot to do in this area.  And there's a lot of desire to increase partnerships between universities in the developed world and research institutions in the developing world.  And of course we've heard a lot of discussion about public-private partnership.
“The fourth area we identified is the area and the special issue that came up many times during this conference, and that is water--water management, water quality, water availability.  And of course that's an issue those of us who are from California can certainly identify with as we've dealt with the water issues here.

“And so we have talked about not only some basic water management solutions that can help in some of these countries, things like simple irrigation, conservation, water storage, but also people have been interested in technologies for longer-term solutions--innovative delivery methods for water, early warning systems for floods and droughts.
“We talked about, then, how do we find some solutions, recognizing that there aren't a lot of additional resources available and so together people need to re-prioritize and identify and find creative ways to refocus efforts in the most critical areas.  We talked about strengthening education in agricultural research, enhancing partnerships and international cooperation to make scarce resources go further; facilitate the benefits of technology through supportive policies and regulations.
“During this whole conference there's been a remarkable display of confidence in the power of science and technology and its promise to deliver some solutions.  Again, I'll go back to the meeting we had this morning, which was truly inspiring to hear so many of these ministers say "I learned so much about so many technologies and how it can help the developing world."  One said, "As Norm Borlaug said yesterday, Africa missed the first green revolution.  We're not going to miss it again."
-more-

“So many of the participants expressed so much hope and optimism.  Again, I just feel that it's been an extraordinarily successful conference.  And again, I want to thank everyone who participated, and particularly I want to thank all of the media who have participated in this conference to try to really learn about the significance of what we've been discussing here.  Thank you very much, and I'll be happy to take some questions.”
QUESTION:  I'm Robin Romanger [ph] with Ag Alert, the California Farm Bureau newspaper.  Secretary Veneman, I'm writing to farmers.  That's my primary audience here in California.  I'm wondering what can I tell the farmers here in California?  How can they help alleviate world hunger?
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Well, I think that's a very good question.  I think by hosting this conference here in California and to showcase what California agriculture is all about--the diversity, the research, the technology--has been a very, very important part of the education of all of these people who have come here from the developing world.  I mean, it really is quite remarkable when you think about the fact that we heard this morning, that many of these people had never traveled this far.  And to give them the opportunity to see the success stories of agriculture, I think, is one way that California agriculture has already helped.

“We've had a number of people who were exhibiting in the Expo from California and from all over the world, frankly, on some technologies, complex and simple, that I know that there's been a lot of interest in.  And I think that there are certainly ways through our research institutions where we can develop partnerships and joint learning for the future.
“I think California agriculture ought to be very proud that we hosted this conference here and showcased the tremendous success of California agriculture to people from all around the world.”
QUESTION:  Mike Lee, Sacramento Bee.  Secretary, can you tell us if you have an idea about what's next?  What do you do at this point to follow up on what happened here?
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Well, that's been an ongoing issue that's come up.  It seemed that as people felt more and more strongly about the success of this conference, more and more they wanted follow-up.  They wanted more conferences, they want more information.  The desire to get more information and learn more, I think, is just tremendous.
“We talked about follow-up conferences.  There's been a strong demand for regional-type conferences.  We hope that this conference will spawn others to hold similar, maybe more targeted to regions or commodities, of these types of conferences to talk about research needs, you know, specific technologies.
“I think that so many of these people will go back with a renewed sense of what is possible and search for partnerships, whether it's with universities or countries or funding through organizations like World Bank and AID.  

-more-

I think what it has done is it's given so many of these developing countries the opportunity to see where the promise lies, and therefore to search for ways to fulfill that promise, as Dr. Borlaug talked about in his luncheon speech yesterday.  I mean, the power of people who would take the risks and, you know, be profiled in courage, as he put up there on that screen, I thought was quite remarkable.  And many people, I think, got a strong  message from that as well.
QUESTION:  Secretary Veneman, thank you very much.  Glad to be back in Sacramento.
This conference sells science and technology and hunger around the world.  Here in the United States, we have a horrible obesity problem.  How can the science and technology, particularly biotechnology, deal with some of those issues, particularly with our kids?
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  Well, you know, one of the things that we've been talking about in this conference is education.  And one of the things we need to do with regard to obesity is educate people about healthy eating.  It is quite ironic that we're here at a conference talking about global hunger and people who are starving and the fact that one child dies in this world every 5 seconds from hunger, and yet in this country, we have a childhood obesity problem.  There obviously are a number of things that need to be done.  But education is important, and education both in terms of healthy eating and the importance of exercise.  I think we all need to play a role.  Certainly we are, through the president's Healthier US initiative.  Promoting five a day, promoting healthy eating, promoting physical exercise are all part of addressing this obesity issue, which costs our country so much every year in terms of health care costs.
QUESTION:  Dan Radamacher from Terrain magazine.  I want to ask--
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Excuse me, which magazine?”
QUESTION:  Terrain magazine.  From what I saw on the expo floor, there was tremendous interest in organic agriculture.  That booth seemed to be very populated a lot.  And I just wondered--I didn't see that so much in the official parts of the conference, and I wondered why that is.  Why wasn't organic agriculture a little more of a part of it, especially given the size of the organic industry in California?
SECRETARY VENEMAN: “ Well, I think that we did have a session that included organic agriculture.  And I think it's important to recognize that there are numerous aspects of the agricultural industry, and nowhere is it illustrated better than in California.  The organic industry is a growing part of our agriculture industry around the country and certainly in California.  And I think that the fact that we had people who were representing that segment of the industry in the trade show as well as we did have, I think, at least one breakout session that did discuss organic agriculture.  So I think it's important to recognize that there was that mix and diversity of discussion that was taking place.  And I had a chance to visit with the exhibitors in some of the organic booths at the trade show, and I think they certainly were enjoying the opportunity to visit with a number of our participants.”
-more-

QUESTION:  Andrew Geller [ph], KBO Radio, Portland, Oregon.  Secretary Veneman, now that the ministerial is over, do you feel that the discussions here will in any way aid the resolution of disagreements at the WTO on agriculture, especially in light of the recently stalled talks in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.  And if so, how?
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Well, I don't see these discussions as a direct link to the trade negotiations, although I think there are indirect links in that, as you know, the WTO discussions that are now ongoing are called the Doha Development Agenda.  Developing countries have a key role in these WTO negotiations that are ongoing at this point.  In the agriculture negotiations, I think that as we look at developing countries, agriculture is one of the key areas.  And to the extent that we can take away from this conference the need to address some specific areas in terms of capacity building, which has been a big issue that's been discussed in the WTO discussions, as well as many of the discussions here talked about the need for assistance in building capacity in the developing world so that they can properly and, you know, efficiently and effectively participate in a global trade system.
“So I don't see this conference as having a direct bearing on the WTO discussions, but to the extent we can help the developing world, help the 800 million people who are hungry, I think that helps economic development around the world and helps the whole issue of global trade as well.”
QUESTION:  Bill Tomson, Oster-Dow Jones.  Have you seen any of these partnerships actually cement here?  And the second question, Governor Gray Davis, was he invited to attend?
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Yes, Governor Davis was invited to attend, I believe, some of our receptions and so forth, and his schedule did not permit him to do so.
“As far as the partnerships, what we saw and what so many people reported to me, because obviously there were so many things going on all around this conference center and the hotels, is people kept talking about all of the discussions that they were able to have with other countries, with exhibitors, with researchers, with research institutions.  We had many of the international research institutions here.  So it's hard for me at this point to tell you that this partnership was developed, but as one of our attendees this morning said, an idea is a seed that can grow.  And out of these discussions, hopefully, many, many seeds were planted that will grow into partnerships and other productive outcomes from this conference and what people learned.”
QUESTION:  I am Yuri Mikhael [ph] of Agricultural Magazine from Ukraine.  Madame, I would like to ask you the next question.  Here at the conference there were a lot of discussions about hunger in African, Asian, Latin American countries, but practically there was said nothing about regions such as Central Europe and former USSR republics.  This region is very specific.  Some of those countries will join you next year, but a lot of countries still remain unjoined.
On the other hand, these countries are not developed or developing.  They suffer no hunger.  So the question is, did you have meetings with ministers from these countries' region?  If yes, what do they wish from developed countries?  And maybe another point, what do you think of their real needs?  Thank you.
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Well, thank you for that question.  I think that one of the things that is important to point out is that we did have the minister from Georgia, who was a speaker in our very first session.  So we did highlight in our first plenary session this region of the world.  We had many members from your country.  We had a very interesting group that I had the chance to visit with from the Ukraine, as well as a number of other countries from the region--I think Romania.  I frankly don't have the list in front of me to remember them all.
“But I think you bring up a very important point, and that is that so many different regions of the world have different issues, different needs, and wanted to discuss different kinds of things.  We heard the minister from Afghanistan last night, for example, talk about the need to rebuild systems, to rebuild water and irrigation and research institutions.  And that may be somewhat different than the issues in Africa, where they may not have built such institutions or infrastructure.  And I think there--certainly in Latin America, there was a lot of discussion as we had a regional meeting with the Latin Americans about the need to build capacity in the areas of sanitary and phytosanitary regulations.
“So depending upon the region, the priorities are slightly different because of, as you point out, the difference in development of agriculture sectors.  I think you make a very important point in that there are many developing countries, but within the developing world there are many stages of development of agriculture and agriculture production.”
QUESTION:  Richard Yuri [ph] KPRA. Can you talk about the tour that they're taking at UC Davis today, the ministers, and the importance of that?
SECRETARY VENEMAN:  “Well, there are several tours that are taking place today, and I will just give you a quick--there's, I think, six tours.  I think a couple of them are at UC Davis, but I'm not sure exactly which ones.  I know that dairy production and processing is not.  There's one on dairy production and processing, new technologies and product uses.  There's a tour on rice breeding, pest and water management in milling.  There is a tour on wine grapes, research, vineyard management and wine production.  And actually the wine grapes industry here in California has a lot of sustainable practices, and I know that that will be looked at in that tour.  There is a tour on food nutrition technologies and environmentally benign pesticides.  There's a tour on animal health and food safety.  And then there's one on crop health and safety and plant and seed development.
“So those are the tours that the ministers will be going on today.  They've each chosen which one they want to participate in.  What some of the delegations have done, some of these countries have brought, you know, two or three people, and they've been splitting up so that they can go to some of the concurrent sessions and have a person at each concurrent session, and they're doing that as well on some of the tours that are taking place today.”
QUESTION:  Kim Barker with the Associated Press.  I have two questions.  One of them is, we had talked a lot about partnership in the discussions.  And some of the concerns from the ministers were big businesses coming in and monopolizing.  How can the United States or the U.S. secretary of agriculture keep that from happening in developing countries?
-more-

The other question I have is, we're talking about some of these countries that are very, very poor.  Just out of curiosity, were there big companies in the United States that sponsored their trips here to America?  Or how were their trips paid?
SECRETARY VENEMAN: “ That part of our partnership--let me just address that question first.  The way--who sponsored this was, we worked in partnership with USAID.  And USAID helped sponsor the ministers who were from the least developed countries, the ones that could not afford to come here on their own.  And that's how so many of these people got a first-in-a-lifetime opportunity to come to a conference like this.
“As far as the partnerships, I've heard more on the outside rather than on the inside about a concern about, you know, big business.  That's not what this conference is about.  Yes, there were companies that were exhibiting in the expo, but certainly, no attempt on the part of anyone for--business has to be, if it's going to be accepted in partnership in developing countries, clearly there has to be a mutual desire to make that happen.
“As I indicated in my opening remarks, we're really looking at a broad array of partnerships.  Partnerships and information sharing among developing countries, in regions where they may have similar issues and problems.  Partnerships in terms of developed and developing countries.  And I think a lot of those are with research institutions.  We were talking with one of bilaterals yesterday, where they were talking about a partnership they had with Columbia University.  And I think there's a number of those kinds of university partnerships and research projects that are going on.

“What's interesting about research today is that researchers can sit in a university in a developed country, say Australia or Japan or the United States, and work, through computers, with researchers that are on the ground in the developing country.  There's whole new opportunities today that we didn't have 30 years ago, before we had information technology.  We're doing a project in USDA--we had the opportunity last summer, when I was in China, to visit the Genomic Institute right outside of Beijing.  And we're doing a joint project with them on mapping the pig genome.  And that same research institute was very involved in mapping the rice genome, one of the largest staple crops in the world.
“So there are so many new opportunities for partnerships and for joint research that I think that a lot of this, by understanding other countries, creates whole new opportunities.  And hopefully, some of that will come out of this conference.
“I want to thank you all very much.  Again, the media and your participation has been critical to the success of this conference, and we really appreciate the participation of all of you.  And I again want to thank all the people of Sacramento for welcoming us and all of the delegates to this great city.  Thanks.”
[End of press briefing.]
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