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Release No. 0241.03

by

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman

Regarding

The Beef Checkoff Ruling

July 8, 2003

 “I am disappointed that the U.S. Court Appeals for the 8th Circuit upheld the lower court’s ruling that the Beef Checkoff Program is unconstitutional.  USDA regards such programs, when properly administered, as effective tools for market enhancement.  We are consulting with the U.S. Department of Justice to determine the next steps regarding this matter.” 
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