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Release No. 0260.03

USDA MOURNS LOSS OF FIREFIGHTERS

 

WASHINGTON, July 24, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman issued the following statement regarding the loss of two Forest Service firefighters, Jeff Allen and Shane W. Heath, while fighting a forest fire on the Salmon-Challis National Forest in Idaho. 

 

“We are all deeply saddened by this tragedy.  Our heartfelt sympathies and prayers are with the families, friends and co-workers of Jeff Allen and Shane Heath during this very difficult time.  

 

 
“This country owes a debt of gratitude and much respect to these brave firefighters who gave their own lives to protect their fellow citizens, communities and natural resources.

 

“In their honor, USDA will fly its flags at half mast to reflect the extreme sacrifice of these firefighters.” 
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