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VENEMAN ANNOUNCES ADDITION OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE LAND TO CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM


WASHINGTON, Aug. 25, 2003 – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the U.S. Department of Agriculture will accept 2 million acres of the nation’s most environmentally sensitive land into the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), the nation’s premier program for protecting fragile natural resources and enhancing the environment. In addition, another 2.5 million acres will be reserved for special uses within CRP.  


“This announcement reflects the Bush Administration’s commitment towards results-oriented, community-based conservation programs,” Veneman said.  “The selection criteria used for this signup provide the greatest benefits for the most fragile lands. The lands selected will help address key environmental values such as air and water quality, soil erosion and wildlife habitat.”  

First established by Congress in 1985, the CRP allows eligible farmers and ranchers to voluntarily establish long-term conservation practices on highly erodible and environmentally sensitive cropland.  In exchange, they receive 10 to 15 years of annual rental payments and cost-share assistance for maintaining those practices. 


For this 26th general signup, USDA selected 2.0 million of the 4.1 million acres offered in this sign-up.  These are the most fragile of the cropland acres offered considering cost and optimize the environmental benefits of the CRP.  

In the CRP selection process, Veneman said the Environmental Benefits Index (EBI), which ranks CRP offers based on five environmental factors as well as a cost factor, was updated to reflect the addition of carbon sequestration.  The environmental factors are:  1) soil erosion; 2) water quality; 3) enduring benefits; 4) air quality; and 5) wildlife enhancement.  

All offers were ranked on the same basis and offers with an EBI score of at least 269 were considered acceptable for enrollment.  The average environmental benefits score of this sign-up is 302.


The average rental rate per acre was $56.53, providing annual rental payments of $112 million to farmers for the 2.0 million acres.  This additional acreage raises the total acreage in the CRP to 36.1 million acres.

-more-

USDA received just over 71,000 offers for enrollment during the May 5 to June 13, 2003 sign up time frame and accepted 38,621.  Offers accepted under this sign-up may become effective either on Oct. 1, 2003, or in the following year on Oct. 2, 2004, whichever the producer chooses.


The CRP offers accepted by state are as follows:

                            Number of                  Number of           Number of             Number of
State              Offers Submitted         Acres Offered     Offers Accepted     Acres Accepted

Alabama
    974
    42,751.6
     645
     27,353.0

Arkansas
     635
    39,127.8
     426
     24,861.0

California
       46
    13,573.5
       14
       4,496.0

Colorado
  1,563
  256,256.4
     748
   112,382.0

Connecticut
         3
           46.2
         0
                 0

Delaware
        4
           92.4
         3
            57.0

Florida
     221
      9,394.4
     208
       8,652.0

Georgia
  1,036
    41,226.4
     757
     29,008.0

Idaho
     738
    82,537.9
     515
     55,118.0

Illinois
  7,744
  208,771.4
  4,970
   132,724.0

Indiana
  2,770
    74,497.4
  1,493
     38,257.0

Iowa
  7,139
  242,837.0
  3,712
   127,435.0

Kansas
  6,625
  466,889.6
  4,179
   293,634.0

Kentucky
  1,487
    52,117.9
  1,052
     36,614.0

Louisiana
     569
    38,318.5
     527
     36,474.0

Maine
       63
      1,977.5
       10
          246.0

Maryland
     124
      2,285.4
       34
          378.0

Michigan
  3,001
    99,348.5
  1,234
     41,800.0

Minnesota
  4,428
  156,008.1
  2,379
     79,466.0

Mississippi
  1,267
    63,976.1
     882
     44,909.0

Missouri
  3,964
  198,193.8
  3,046
   154,538.0

Montana
  2,293
  372,666.4
     545
     82,058.0

Nebraska
  2,986
  158,722.9
  1,699
     81,370.0

New Jersey
       16
         642.2
       10
          539.0

New Mexico
       22
      5,042.5
       13
       2,941.0

New York
     347
    10,839.5
       95
       2,824.0

North Carolina
     683
     14,098.3
     492
     10,537.0

North Dakota
  3,003
   250,119.9
     270
     21,326.0

Ohio
  3,167
   101,993.9
  1,514
     48,969.0

Oklahoma
     886
     78,686.8
     500
     44,222.0

Oregon
     330
     59,187.4
     262
     46,359.0

Pennsylvania
       64
       1,990.5
       29
       1,185.0

South Carolina
     258
       7,687.9
     138
       3,617.0

South Dakota
  2,202
   178,350.3
     334
     29,628.0

Tennessee
  1,560
     63,294.6
  1,267
     53,231.0

Texas
  3,154
   415,209.0
     789
     93,232.0

Utah
       92
     16,160.5
       37
       3,311.0

Virginia
     234
       5,251.7
     154
       3,567.0

Washington
  1,390
   208,756.5
  1,021
   154,765.0

Wisconsin
  3,963
   101,766.6
  2,618
     63,108.0

Wyoming
       26
       8,293.8
         0
                 0

Total
71,077
4,148,989.0
38,621
1,995,189.0

Acreage Reserved for Other CRP Initiatives


The 2002 Farm Bill authorized USDA to expand the CRP enrollment up to 39.2 million acres from the previous cap of 36.4 million acres.  The current enrolled acreage stands at 34.1 million and contracts for some 2.2. million acres will be expiring by the end of the current program in 2007.  Of the total amount, about 2.5 million acres are reserved for special initiatives within CRP, including:

· A continuous sign-up program, which provides an effective, ongoing means to protect the most environmentally sensitive land;

· Planting flood plains to bottomland hardwood trees to help sequester greenhouse gases, improve water quality and restore wildlife habitat;

· The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), which is a federal-state partnership to target additional resources in defined geographic areas for conservation practices such as buffer and filter strips; and

· The Farmable Wetland Program to protect certain farmed and prior converted wetlands. 


“These special initiatives are particularly helpful in targeting the program to the most pressing environmental needs,” Veneman said.  “The CREP also is a great example of federal-state partnerships whereby our combined resources can help improve water quality and provide other amenities for both rural and urban people.”


Enrollment under the bottomland hardwoods initiative will be announced later this summer.  USDA also indicated that another general sign-up is planned for the early part of next year.


More detailed information on the 26th general sign-up and on the CRP is available on FSA’s Web site at: www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crpinfo.htm.
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