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USDA REALLOCATES NEARLY $60 MILLION OF FARM BILL FUNDS FOR CONSERVATION ON PRIVATE WORKING LANDS

States Receive Funds for Conservation Technical and Financial Assistance 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 12, 2003—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the reallocation of nearly $58.6 million to be used for conservation technical and financial assistance. 

“This reallocation of 2002 Farm Bill funding will allow more producers to make conservation part of their farm and ranch operations,” Veneman said.  “The Bush Administration remains committed to helping producers achieve good stewardship and conserve natural resources.”

The reallocated funds come from unused funds previously distributed to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service state offices, national level reserves, and the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) “performance holdback,” as called for in the EQIP final rule.  This performance incentive is money held back at the national level to be awarded to states that achieve a high level of program efficiency and optimize environmental benefits.  Eight states received an EQIP performance incentive due to efficiency demonstrated:  Arkansas, California, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina and Texas.

This redistribution will help additional producers get the conservation benefits that come from conservation planning and voluntary conservation programs, such as EQIP, Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program, Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program and Conservation Reserve Program.    

In addition to the federal dollars, conservation on private land is supported by contributions from state and local sources, tribes, conservation districts and nongovernmental organizations, as well as from landowners themselves who implement conservation practices and resource management systems.  

Following is a state-by-state list of the reallocated funding:

State
Total

Alabama
$745,401

Alaska
$1,700

Arizona
$553,200
-more-
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Arkansas
$1,351,600

California
$3,360,682

Colorado
$1,512,161

Connecticut
$1,730,693

Delaware
$1,727,504

Florida
$1,418,638

Georgia
$737,939

Hawaii
$136,890

Idaho
$618,800

Illinois
$1,003,027

Indiana
$1,188,300

Iowa
$755,300

Kansas
$1,030,400

Kentucky
$1,036,410

Louisiana
$50,200

Maine
$1,676,347

Maryland
$1,360,949

Massachusetts
$1,131,526

Michigan
$725,226

Minnesota
$1,739,905

Mississippi
$628,500

Missouri
$2,592,051

Montana
$1,253,240

Nebraska
$2,280,000

Nevada
$200,500

New Hampshire
$1,773,473

New Jersey
$1,009,050

New Mexico
$1,096,993

New York
$1,113,839

North Carolina
$1,423,461

North Dakota
$2,211,800

Ohio
$2,290,666

Oklahoma
$790,357

Oregon
$189,784

Pennsylvania
$1,730,644

Rhode Island
$1,259,515

South Carolina
$1,712,975

South Dakota
$917,100

Tennessee
$528,400

Texas
$2,726,003

Utah
$574,801

Vermont
$1,364,024

Virginia
$691,748

Washington
$525,191

West Virginia
$483,692

Wisconsin
$1,313,567

Wyoming
$386,600

Pacific Basin
$0

Puerto Rico
$0

Total
$58,660,772

-more-
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The following is the breakdown of the reallocated funds by program:

Conservation Reserve Program
$5,254,000

Environmental Quality Incentives Program
$36,709,460

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program
$15,074,860

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
$1,622,452


Additional information on NRCS programs can be found at www.nrcs.usda.gov.  Information on the 2002 Farm Bill is available at http://www.usda.gov/farmbill.

#

