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USDA RELEASES ADDITIONAL $12.5 MILLION TO RESTORE AND PROTECT GRASSLAND 


WASHINGTON, Sept. 24, 2003—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the release of an additional $12.5 million for the new Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).  


“Grasslands play an important role in environmental quality by providing biodiversity of plant and animal populations,” said Veneman.  “These funds will help landowners protect grasslands to maintain viable ranching operations.”

The Farm Service Agency and the Natural Resources Conservation Service, in cooperation with the Forest Service, administer this voluntary program to help landowners and operators restore and protect grassland, rangeland, pastureland, shrubland and certain other lands and provides assistance for rehabilitating grasslands.  Authorized in the 2002 Farm Bill, these funds, combined with the $37.2 million released earlier this year, will allow USDA to enroll additional acreage in the program in fiscal 2003.  

 Landowners submitted more than 13,000 applications representing requests for more than $1.7 billion on approximately 9.5 million acres.  

Applications were rated using state specific evaluation criteria developed with input from the State Technical Committee.  State Technical Committees advise USDA at the state level on implementation of conservation programs in the 2002 Farm Bill.  Committee membership includes representatives of federal, state and local government agencies; tribes; nongovernmental organizations; conservation districts; businesses; agricultural producers; and individuals interested in natural resource conservation with expertise in soil, water, wetland and wildlife management.


Additional information on GRP is at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/grp or from your local USDA service center, listed in the telephone book under U.S. Department of Agriculture, or on the Web at http://offices.usda.gov.  Additional information on the 2002 Farm Bill can be found at www.usda.gov/farmbill.
   

A list of fiscal 2003 GRP funds by state follows.

	
	Initial Funds Allocated
	Additional Funds Allocated
	Total Funds Allocated in FY 2003

	Alabama
	 $    715,000 
	 $    203,419 
	 $    918,419 

	Alaska
	 $      54,000 
	 $             -   
	 $      54,000 

	Arizona
	 $    703,000 
	 $    200,000 
	 $    903,000 

	Arkansas
	 $    656,000 
	 $    186,600 
	 $    842,600 

	California
	 $ 1,526,000 
	 $    390,150 
	 $ 1,916,150 

	Colorado
	 $    803,000 
	 $    228,450 
	 $ 1,031,450 

	Connecticut
	 $      71,000 
	 $             -   
	 $      71,000 

	Delaware
	 $               -   
	 $             -   
	 $              -   

	Florida
	 $    938,000 
	 $    120,000 
	 $ 1,058,000 

	Georgia
	 $    511,000 
	 $    145,380 
	 $    656,380 

	Hawaii
	 $    992,000 
	 $    300,000 
	 $ 1,292,000 

	Idaho
	 $    368,000 
	 $    170,800 
	 $    538,800 

	Illinois
	 $    586,000 
	 $    100,000 
	 $    686,000 

	Indiana
	 $    475,000 
	 $    270,000 
	 $    745,000 

	Iowa
	 $    789,000 
	 $    180,000 
	 $    969,000 

	Kansas
	 $ 1,641,000 
	 $    420,000 
	 $ 2,061,000 

	Kentucky
	 $    827,000 
	 $    200,000 
	 $ 1,027,000 

	Louisiana
	 $    388,000 
	 $    100,000 
	 $    488,000 

	Maine
	 $    100,000 
	 $             -   
	 $    100,000 

	Maryland
	 $    146,000 
	 $             -   
	 $    146,000 

	Massachusetts
	 $      94,000 
	 $      60,000 
	 $    154,000 

	Michigan
	 $    508,000 
	 $    140,000 
	 $    648,000 

	Minnesota
	 $    628,000 
	 $    170,000 
	 $    798,000 

	Mississippi
	 $    558,000 
	 $    150,000 
	 $    708,000 

	Missouri
	 $ 1,462,000 
	 $    400,000 
	 $ 1,862,000 

	Montana
	 $ 1,100,000 
	 $    217,000 
	 $ 1,317,000 

	Nebraska
	 $ 1,029,000 
	 $    320,000 
	 $ 1,349,000 

	Nevada
	 $    262,000 
	 $             -   
	 $    262,000 

	New Hampshire
	 $      57,000 
	 $        4,000 
	 $      61,000 

	New Jersey
	 $    112,000 
	 $      23,000 
	 $    135,000 

	New Mexico
	 $ 1,351,000 
	 $    300,000 
	 $ 1,651,000 

	New York
	 $    630,000 
	 $    100,000 
	 $    730,000 

	North Carolina
	 $    473,000 
	 $        6,000 
	 $    479,000 

	North Dakota
	 $    698,000 
	 $ 2,600,000 
	 $ 3,298,000 

	Ohio
	 $    653,000 
	 $    178,201 
	 $    831,201 

	Oklahoma
	 $ 1,923,000 
	 $    500,000 
	 $ 2,423,000 

	Oregon
	 $    663,000 
	 $    663,000 
	 $ 1,326,000 

	Pennsylvania
	 $    660,000 
	 $    156,000 
	 $    816,000 

	Puerto Rico
	 $      57,000 
	 $             -   
	 $      57,000 

	Rhode Island
	 $      44,000 
	 $             -   
	 $      44,000 

	South Carolina
	 $    370,000 
	 $    340,000 
	 $    710,000 

	South Dakota
	 $ 1,383,000 
	 $    320,000 
	 $ 1,703,000 

	Tennessee
	 $    898,000 
	 $    200,000 
	 $ 1,098,000 

	Texas
	 $ 5,760,000 
	 $ 1,300,000 
	 $ 7,060,000 

	Utah
	 $    468,000 
	 $             -   
	 $    468,000 

	Vermont
	 $    188,000 
	 $      15,000 
	 $    203,000 

	Virginia
	 $    446,000 
	 $    154,000 
	 $    600,000 

	Washington
	 $    400,000 
	 $    350,000 
	 $    750,000 

	West Virginia
	 $    292,000 
	 $    161,000 
	 $    453,000 

	Wisconsin
	 $    927,000 
	 $    260,000 
	 $ 1,187,000 

	Wyoming
	 $    810,000 
	 $    185,000 
	 $    995,000 

	Total
	 $37,193,000 
	 $12,487,000 
	 $49,680,000 
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