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USDA TO HOLD MEETING AND WEBCAST JAN. 29 TO SEEK COMMENTS ON PROPOSED RULE FOR PREFERRED PROCUREMENT OF BIOBASED PRODUCTS

WASHINGTON, Jan. 26, 2004 – The Department of Agriculture will hold a public meeting in Washington, D.C. on Jan. 29 to receive comments on a proposed rule to implement a preferred procurement program for biobased products by federal agencies, Chief Economist Keith Collins announced today.


The meeting will be webcast live on the USDA home page, www.usda.gov.


“The public is welcome submit comments on the proposed rules in writing by Feb. 17, in person at the meeting, or remotely while the meeting is in progress,” Collins said.


The meeting will be held Thursday, Jan. 29, 2004, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the Jefferson Auditorium, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington D.C.  The agenda is shown below.


To schedule a presentation of public comments at the meeting, contact Marvin Duncan at the Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, at 202-401-0532 or fb4p@oce.usda.gov. A printed copy of all comments offered on the proposed rule must be provided to USDA at the time comments are offered. Oral presentations will be limited to 15 minutes. There is no page limit on written comments.


The meeting will be video web-streamed in real time, enabling a national town meeting. Windows Media Player will be required to watch. During the meeting, questions or public comments about the proposed rule can be faxed to 202-720-9553, or emailed to fb4p@oce.usda.gov.

AGENDA

9:00 to 9:10 a.m. – Introduction and opening remarks
9:10 to 9:30 -- Discussion of proposed rule 

9:30 to 11:45 a.m. Panel to answer questions of clarification on the proposed rule:

    Roger K. Conway, Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, USDA
    Marvin Duncan, Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, USDA
    Daniel Hylton, Office of the General Counsel, USDA
    Carmela Bailey, Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service, USDA
    Glenn Haggstrom, Departmental Administration, USDA
    Cynthia Vallina, Office of Management and Budget
Noon to 1:00 p.m. Lunch on your own
1:15 to 4:30 p.m. Public Comments     #


