
 

Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:45 a.m. EST (NOAA) 
 
Agricultural Weather Highlights – Friday - October 3, 2008 
• In the West, cloudiness is spreading inland, but showers are confined to the Pacific Northwest.  Western 

fieldwork continues with few delays, despite a turn toward cooler weather in the Pacific Coast States. 
 
• On the Plains, warm, mostly dry weather favors summer crop maturation and harvesting, and winter wheat 

planting and emergence.  However, rain will be needed soon across parts of the High Plains to promote 
winter wheat establishment. 

 
• In the Corn Belt, a cold front dropping southward across the region is producing a few light rain showers 

in eastern areas.  Cold air trails the front, resulting in temperatures near the freezing mark (32 degrees F) 
in northernmost corn- and soybean-growing areas. 

 
• In the South, warm, dry weather favors summer crop maturation and fieldwork, including harvesting of 

corn, cotton, peanuts, rice, sorghum, and soybeans. 
  
Outlook: The NWS has issued frost advisories for Saturday morning across parts of the northern Corn Belt.  
Some of the coldest weather can be expected in Wisconsin, where as of September 28 corn was 84% dented and 
36% mature, and soybeans were 95% turning color and 79% dropping leaves.  Crops in Michigan will be 
somewhat less vulnerable due to slightly greater maturity (corn 59% mature; soybeans 80% dropping leaves).  
The threat of frost will linger into Sunday morning across the Great Lakes region.  Farther west, a strong, 
early-season winter storm will bring unsettled weekend weather to the West, with snow expected at the highest 
elevations from the Sierra Nevada to the Rockies.  Late in the weekend and early next week, showers and 
locally severe thunderstorms will reach the nation’s mid-section, with rainfall expected to be heaviest on the 
eastern Plains.  By the middle of next week, rain will spread as far east as the Mississippi Valley.  The NWS 6- 
to 10-day outlook for October 8-12 calls for above-normal precipitation across the central one-third of the 
nation and the Northwest, while drier-than-normal weather will prevail in the East.  Meanwhile, unusually 
warm weather across the eastern half of the U.S. will contrast with cooler-than-normal conditions in the West. 
 
Contact:  Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397) 
Web Site:  http://www.usda.gov/oce/waob/jawf/AgWxHighlights/TODAYSWX.pdf 


