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New Report Serves as Guideline for Future Water Quality Trading Markets
A new report, titled, “In it Together: A How-To Reference for Building Point-Nonpoint Water Quality Trading Programs,” (link title to: http://willamettepartnership.org/in-it-together/)
lays out guidelines for groups who want to build water-quality trading programs.  The report aims to assist groups who are in the planning stages of implementing a trading or offset program and attempts to help reduce start-up times, increase efficiencies and establish the groundwork for long-term success.  “In it Together,” was written by the Willamette Partnership, in coordination with the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Office of Environmental Markets, the Pinchot Institute, and the World Resources Institute. 
Water quality trading is an innovative market-based approach for reducing the costs of water quality protection.  This system allows sources with high costs of reducing pollution to purchase equal or greater pollution reductions from sources with lower costs, generating water quality “trades.”  Over 66 programs throughout the United States have brought together state agencies, industrial and municipal wastewater facilities, farmers, environmental groups, and others to build water quality trading programs.  Yet just a fraction of these programs are still active.  Why do some programs succeed while others fail?  “In it Together” describes successful water quality programs, highlights lessons learned and provides insights for avoiding the pitfalls.  
“In it Together” is divided into three parts. Part 1 presents an overview and current status of point-nonpoint water quality trading programs, Part 2 is a design reference for building and operating water quality trading programs, and Part 3 are case study write-ups for water quality trading programs in North Carolina, Pacific Northwest, and Chesapeake Bay.
For more information on environmental markets, visit the Office of Environmental Markets website (link to: http://www.usda.gov/oce/environmental_markets/index.htm) or contact Carl Lucero, OEM, USDA, 202-401-0531, clucero@oce.usda.gov.
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