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The USDA Climate Change Science Plan provides a guide for USDA and its stakeholders to       address climate change.  The document identifies scientific priorities for USDA necessary in meeting its Strategic Goals and core obligations given the challenges posed by a changing climate.    

The four primary Climate Change Science Elements in the Plan are: 

1. Understand the direct and indirect effects of climate change on natural and managed ecosystems, including feedbacks to the climate system.

2. Develop knowledge, institutional models, and tools to enable adaptation to climate change and to improve the resilience of natural and managed ecosystems.  

3. Develop knowledge and tools to enhance the contribution of agriculture, forestry, grasslands, wetlands, and other land management practices to mitigate atmospheric greenhouse gas emissions.  

4. Provide science-based decision support information and tools to USDA agencies, stakeholders, and collaborators to improve decision and policy making.  
USDA’s Strategic Plan specifically addresses the challenges of climate change and the opportunities associated with greenhouse gas emissions. The Strategic Plan calls on agencies to assist rural communities by ensuring that opportunities are developed to capitalize on the Nation’s efforts to adapt to and mitigate climate change.  The USDA Climate Change Science Plan will support the agriculture, forestry, rural development and climate change aspects of USDA’s strategic plan in numerous ways including:

· National Forest management planning,

· Actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase carbon sequestration through conservation programs, 
· Preparation of tools for managing drought risks, and,

· Many additional activities currently underway by USDA and our stakeholders.

Through improved land use and land management practices and the development of new technologies agriculture and forestry have the increasing opportunity to help mitigate climate change, while continuing to:  ensure the availability of an abundant and safe supply of food and fiber; increase the availability of renewable energy; and help conserve our natural resources and biodiversity.
For more information, please visit http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/science_plan2010/index.htm, or contact Bill Hohenstein, USDA Climate Change Program Office Director, at whohenstein@oce.usda.gov or 202-720-6698.
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The Vision of the Science Plan:


“Farmers, foresters, ranchers, land owners, resource managers, policy-makers, and federal agencies are empowered with science-based knowledge to manage the risks, challenges, and opportunities of climate change and positioned to reduce emissions of atmospheric greenhouse gases and enhance carbon sequestration.”








