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Dimensions of Sustainability:
Defining the Social

 Environmental Sustainabllity
 Economic Sustainabillity

e Social Sustainability
— Health, Well Being, and the Quality of Life of




How Important are Social Issues In
Markets & Economic Development?
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SARE’s Commitment to
All Dimensions of Sustainability

“SARE’s mission Is to advance — to the
whole of American agriculture — innovations
that improve profitability, stewardship and

guality of life by investing in groundbreaking




NC SARE Graduate Student Research Grant:

Sustaining the Family Farm at the Rural Urban
Interface (RUI) — A Comparison of the Farm
Reproduction Processes among
Commodity & Alternative
Food and Agriculture Enterprises (AFAE)
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The Graying of America’s Farm Sector

e America’s farm
population is aging
e Lack of succession

Average Age of Principal Operator

54 |||| “‘\ ||||

1978 1982 1987 1992 1997 2002 2007







Ag. Important Counties at RUI

B Agriculturally Important Counties
at the Rural-Urban Interface

Typology of Agricultural Change at the RUI

Decline Deintensify Stable Intensify Growth

157 89 164 209 28



Social Sustainability: Succession
— Passing down the family farm

— Economic development through
food and agricultural systems

How do household, cultural




[':'Ei;jﬁgg&k Alternative Food and Agricultural Enterprises
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Model of Household Factors Influencing
Farm Adaptation and Persistence at the RUI

Continuu at the RUI
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Enterprise
Persistence & Adaptation

Years Expect To Continue Farming &
Years Expect Enterprise to Persist




Methods

|. Quantitative Data- Landowner Survey

« 8 Case Study Counties
« Analysis of Commercial farmers and Rural Residential farmers

Frequency Percent

Commercial Farmer 293 68.80%
Rural Residential 133 31.20%
Total 426 100%

» Bivariate and Multivariate SPSS Analysis




Influence of Succession on
Enterprise Adaptation at the RUI

Farm Succession Plans  _ ‘

Enterprise Adaptation:

Commodity| | Mixed ||AFAE

Decline and
Disinvestment
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Heir Identified:
4 Types of Growth & Intensification

« Commodity Farms
—The Expeancders - Growth via expansion of land
—Tne Intensifiers - Value added to existing
commodity mix

— Thie Stackers

— The Entrepreneurial’ Stackers




Enterprise Intensification and Growth

Expand &
Intensify
Production

Business C

Business B



Direct Sales, 2007 Census of Agriculture

Direct Sales (Sales
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Household Dynamics &
the Structure of Agriculture at the RUI

* Evidence of similar AFAE adaptations on the
landscape rooted in different motivations
— Multi-Generation AFAE’s
— First Generation AFAE’s
— Mixed Type Farms
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Policy Recommendations

U)

- Developrment Pressure aif tne RU| does not nave the piggest
irnpact on enterprise persisience and adaptaiorn
— Life Cycle and Succession Effects

— Heterogeneous household and enterprise organization lends
resiliency to agriculture at the RUI

o New Generatlon Policy Recorrmendations

— Flexible and targeted policy to address specific lifecycle and
business cycle needs




Future Directions for American Agriculture

- Challenges
— Climate change
— Energy uncertainty

— Build ecologically based agricultural systems that promote
healthy water and soil systems on our farms and thriving
rural, urban and peri-urban communities




Opportunities and New Directions
for a Sustainable Future

 Technical and Social Solutions

— Off-set the risk of transition

— Farmer support teams

— Develop systems appropriate for individual farm scale,
local agro-ecology and family goals.

» Use food as a platform for expandmg farm policy

debates. —




“The New American Farmer”

Percent of Operators by Race,
Ethnicity, and Gender

American Indian r = 2007
Asian [ | B 2002
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Opportunities and New Directions
for a Sustainable Future

e Technical and Social Solutions
— Off-set the risk of transition
— Farmer support teams

— Develop systems appropriate for individual farm scale,
local agro-ecology and family goals.

« Use food as a platform for expanding farm policy
debates.

EESIEr DIVErsity,

— Biological
— Social
— Markets




Thank You
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