The North Carolina
Farm to School Program

orth Carolina Farm to School Cooperative
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“What Co-ops Can Do For Rural
America”

Take a Look at our North Carolina Farm to
ool Program and the North Carolina Farm to

Schooleka operative




Brief History of NC
Farm to School Program

arted 1in 1998 with partnership between NCDA and
DOD

st markets in school districts with apples from
estern NC

he pregram was successful and grew each year up until
2007 ¥
bi

o )

DED closed produce field buying offices and

a)roduce business to private industry

ted the NC Farm to School Cooperative




ming the NC Farm to School
Cooperative

ance from USDA Rural Development in
eigh and Washington, DC

* Bruce Pleasants in Raleigh

e Bil dckhouse in Washington, DC

e 1 al ey familiar with cooperative law




w the NC Farm to School
Cooperative Functions

esident

Vicepresident




asons for forming the NC Farm to
chool Cooperative

asier to work with an organized group of growers

fruit and Vegetable commodities and multiple
liers of each Commodity involved in the NC Farm to

im North Carolina must provide opportunity for bids
Duss S

is involved concerning agricultural products,
yvide protection by Capper-Volstead Act

or the schools




artnerships Involved

rm to School Cooperative

Department of Agriculture

e Food Distribution Division

e Mas 1Ing@division
e N( i ricts

harticipate regularly




CDA & CS Food Distribution

uling statewide
1on centers....Cold storage
ing relationships with NC child nutrition directors

erience with USDA food programs
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' CDA & CS Marketing Division

orking relationships with farmers

edge of grower capabilities
erience with NC commodity associations
xperience with grants

L Expe

e 10 romoting

o “ Goodness Grows in NC program

FARM TO SCHOOL




C Farm to School Cooperative

AP p rogram

get growers certified

p to $600.00 for 1st time audit for farm
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C School Districts

¢ Child Nutrition departments
enu planners for their school district

® Produce buyers for their school district
e Pr,

in buying local from North Carolina growers

K

S participate in Farm to School

) not participate face logistical challenges

limits




NCDA&CS provides the link
between our farmers and
the schools

Food Ristribution Division collects orders from NC school
systemSiStai@mide/transports produce from the farm to the
schools

aliers in the NC




Buying Locally
¢* Trend that is sweeping across this country

e Safer — cheaper

Define Buying Locally

erent organizations define local grown




ffer nineteen different items grown in NC to
r schools August through June

eedless Watermelons Broccoli Crowns
Cantaloupes Sweet Potatoes
matoes Strawberries
Grape Tomatoes Blueberries

Apj
¢ RIREd Cabbage Apple Slices
Sticks

4

(six Varieties) Cucumbers




09-2010 NC Farm to School
schedule of deliveries

ugust 31, 2009: : Watermelons, cantaloupes, tomatoes,
grape tomatoes, cucumbers

4, 2009: : Grape tomatoes, tomatoes,

cantaloupes, cucumbers, apples (Gala, Gold)
: Apples (Red delicious, Fuji or Jonathan)

: Apples (Rome, Jonagold), Kennebec
Potatoes

: Broccoli crowns, sweet potatoes, cabbage

(red, green), pink lady apples

: Broccoli crowns, sweet potatoes, cabbage,

(red, green), pink lady apples

Week of Ja Apple slice
° Week of Feb
Wek of Mare
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Our farmers are required to:

* Be members of NC Farm to School

Cooperative
e Be GAP Certified

nembers of NCDA “Goodness Grows In
> Carolina” program

D
)
[

all boxes with their Farm name




Farm to School Cooperative helps
CDA promote Farm to School

ooperative assesses their growers 50 cents per case of
prod t delivered to the NC schools

ey will be used to purchase POS such as table tents,
ook marks, posters, banners for school cafeterias to
promg orth Carolina fruits and vegetables and nutrition

edu




' ahle tents for Cafeterias

NC Pr-duce

is Coming to School

Did You Know?
Siveaharrieg are an accalant soLree of
Witamin < and help 40 hoal cLite andd scapss
&t yeur Dy,

Appisa contain paclin which halps In food digesiion.
JAn appla n duy halps 1o kaap tumimy achas
angd docdorn sl

Buroal pchitoss e pescioad with Visamin A which
ionsps syua & siin hesliiyy and heips 1o protecl
apgainst infsctions.

Watamedcns an big and mond bt not ton fthening

woatl They have potasshur that Keops wour
muacion working hard for you.

ncfarmtoschool.com




osters for Cafeterias

NC Pr-duce

is Coming to School
FreshFromAFarm 4o\
Near Your School. || |

heol :




ww.ncfarmtoschool.com

Links to NC Commodity Association websites
on plans

oloring pages

Class
ag
o |

fieldtrips to farms promoting

Child Nutrition Directors




ners for Cafeteria

- Specialty Crop block grant money was used to
ase banners in 2007
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What has the NC Farm to School
Cooperative Done for Rural
North Carolina?

eased supply of local, safe foods from GAP
tified farms to NC schools statewide

rovided a reliable and steady market for North
opexvers to sell into

yenue for promoting nutrition
tudents, teachers, parents across NC




or more information please contact:

CS Marketing- 252-331-4773
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evelopment - Bruce Pleasants in
eigh and Bill Brockhouse in

i ?ial Thanks to USDA Rural




