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Indicators of well-being of farm households
◦ Latest forecasts of household income, 2010-2011

Commodity specialization
Major occupation and Farm sizeMajor occupation and Farm size

◦ Estimates from latest survey data, 2009
Family provision of management, labor, and land
S f iSources of income
Off-farm employment
Net worth
Subpopulations of interest



Defined based on majority ownership of farm 
assets
Account for 97% of farms
A f 86% f h l f d iAccount for 86% of the value of production

The households of focus are defined as theThe households of focus are defined as the 
households of the principal operators of  
family farmsfamily farms 



.





5% of the US employed pop has more than 1 
job (in 2009)
51% of principal operators and 44% of their 
spouses are multiple jobholdersspouses are multiple jobholders
Off-farm income can bring:
◦ More stabilityMore stability
◦ Health insurance











Management— 82% have a spouse
50% t l◦ 50%-one operator, male

◦ 34% -male principal operator and a spouse operator
◦ 10%-female principal operator (most without a spouse-

operator)operator)
◦ 6% multiple operators
Labor

Wh h i 50% id f l b◦ When there is a spouse, 50% provide farm labor
◦ 18% hire labor
◦ 11% use unpaid labor

dLand
◦ Average acres operated is 395, with 60% owned
◦ 65% own all the acres operated



Principal operator’s, major occupation:
◦ 46% farming
◦ 42% other occupation
◦ 12% not in workforce◦ 12%  not in workforce
Principal operator’s spouse, major 
occupation:p
◦ 19% farming
◦ 50% other occupation

31% not in workforce◦ 31% not in workforce

◦ Both working off the farm: 31%g





Farm income is after depreciation
Other returns from farming:
◦ Asset appreciation

Farm residence (farm dwelling expenses are◦ Farm residence (farm dwelling expenses are 
included with farm expenses)
◦ Tax advantages
◦ Quality of life amenities to some
◦ For program participants, income subsidy
Plus more than 80 percent of operators live on theirPlus, more than 80 percent of operators live on their 

farming operation and so as they age, they prefer 
to stay on the farm and are not considered retired




