Wesley Mendonça Batista

President and Chief Executive Officer

Wesley Mendonça Batista became the President and Chief Executive Officer of JBS Swift & Company in June 2007.  He is currently the President, Chief Executive Officer and Director of JBS USA Holdings, Inc.  Mr. Batista also serves as a member of the Board of Directors.  In addition to his responsibilities in the United States, Mr. Batista is currently the Executive Director of Operations of JBS S.A. and is the Vice President of its Board of Directors.  

Mr. Batista began his career in 1987 holding a number of different positions within JBS S.A.  Most recently, before becoming President and CEO of JBS Swift & Company, he was responsible for all domestic and export sales.
For the past sixteen years, Mr. Batista has been the Chief Operating Officer (COO) of JBS’s beef operations in Brazil and Argentina.  Due to his determination and intuitive spirit, this business has experienced an average growth of 30% a year; resulting in the largest beef producer and exporter in Latin America.

Immediately following the consummation of the business transaction, Mr. Batista became the President and the CEO of Swift & Company (USA and Australia).  His strategic insights in running a successful business allowed him the foresight to quickly reorganize the JBS Swift & Company organizational structure for future success and growth.

Mr. Batista was responsible for the successful JBS business strategy, allowing the company to grow through acquisitions, both domestically and internationally.  In addition to the Swift & Company acquisition in July 2007, Mr. Batista oversaw the acquisitions of the Tasman Group in May 2008 (Australia); the Smithfield Beef Group, which included 100% acquisition of Five Rivers Cattle Feeding, in October 2008; and Pilgrim’s Pride Corporation in December 2009.   Under his leadership, the company has also expanded its reach to many countries, including: Argentina (operations), Europe and Middle-East (Trading) and the USA (Beef and Pork Operations, Beef Jerky Operations and Distribution).  He continues this strategic thinking through an entrepreneurial spirit; where he is not afraid to face new challenges, think outside the box and take risks to proactively maneuver through the market.
Through his career of serving in many capacities within the organization, he has gained a true appreciation for the heart and soul of the JBS business; which is the people, specifically the people who work in the plants.  He has grown up in the beef industry, which has helped him not only understand the industry, but also embrace the business as well as the employees.  

In Brazil Mr. Batista is one of the most respected executives in the meat industry and is already gaining this same recognition within the U.S. and Australia. 
