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Barry Carpenter is the CEO of the National Meat Association.  The National Meat Association has served the interests of the meat packing industry since 1946 providing regulatory and technical assistance as well as Pathogen Reduction and HACCP support and education.  Barry assumed this position February 1, 2007 following a 37 year career with the U. S. Department of Agriculture.  As a USDA senior executive, Barry administered USDA’s Livestock and Seed Program where he directed numerous functions vital to the marketing of meat and meat products including meat grading and the development of standards for meat and livestock, meat and fish purchases for Federal feeding.  During his tenure at NMA, Barry has actively represented the meat industry on an array of key issues with food safety initiatives being the highest priority.  Barry has worked closely with USDA FSIS officials to collectively address the challenges facing the meat industry.  In recognition of his efforts at USDA, Barry received numerous governmental and industry awards, including the Presidential Rank Award from President Clinton and the National Meat Association’s E. Floyd Forbes Award. Most notably, President Bush awarded Barry with the 2005 Presidential Rank Award for Distinguished Executives—an honor only bestowed on less than one percent of senior career employees throughout the entire Federal government.  
