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Dr. DiTomaso received his Ph.D. in Botany from the University of California, Davis in 1986. He was on the faculty at Cornell University until 1995 when he was appointed a Cooperative Extension Specialist at UC Davis. Dr. DiTomaso primarily conducts research on the biology, ecology and management of invasive plants and has published extensively in this area. He is also the author of three books on weeds. He served as President for the nonprofit California Invasive Plant Council and is currently the President-elect of the Western Society of Weed Science. He also serves on the National and the California Invasive Species Advisory Committee. He chaired the National Invasive Species Advisory Committee task team that developed federal guidelines proposed to reduce the risk of biofuel species becoming invasive. Dr. DiTomaso is the first editor of the new journal entitled Invasive Plant Science and Management. He is the recipient of the Outstanding Weed Scientist award by the Western Society of Weed Science and the Outstanding Extension award by the Weed Science Society of America.

SUMMARY:  Dr. DiTomaso will discuss why some biofuel species, particular perennial grasses, present a risk of escaping cultivation, or already have become ecologically and economically important invasive plants. He will then provide science-based mitigation strategies and federal policies, as proposed by the National Invasive Species Advisory Committee, that should reduce the risk of biofuel crops becoming invasive species. 
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