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Dr. John R. Dunn is presently Vice President for International Cooperative Development with the National Cooperative Business Association (NCBA) in Washington DC. In this capacity, Dunn oversees a $21 million annual portfolio of cooperative development projects in Africa, Central America,  and Southeast Asia. NCBA is a membership association of some 400 U.S.–based cooperative organizations representing all sectors and engaged in education, legislative affairs, and cooperative development activities. In bringing basic cooperative business principles to small farmers and communities of developing nations, Dunn leads a program that exports an American message of economic opportunity and democracy.  

Prior to joining NBCA, Dr. Dunn served as Director of the Cooperative Resources Management Division of the Rural Development's Cooperatives Program in the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  There he managed an extensive program of research and consulting in cooperative finance, strategic planning and management, policy and taxation, member relations, governance, alternative energy, and farm supplies and services. Dunn played a leading national role in the cooperative research arena, serving for eight years as editor of the Journal of Cooperatives, a refereed journal publishing scholarly articles on cooperation. In addition to his Cooperative Program duties, Dunn has performed in a staff capacity on numerous task forces and committees dealing with budget-performance integration, strategic planning, farm bill policy development, and organizational design for USDA.

Dr. Dunn has extensive experience in conducting bi-lateral programs between the U.S. and foreign governments. As a member of the Agriculture Committee of the U.S.-South Africa Bi-National Commission, he led projects to build a system of rural village banks and to develop a capacity within South Africa to provide technical assistance in building U.S. style cooperatives among the small farmers of South Africa.  Dunn recently headed up a cooperative development project in Ghana and Senegal and serves as Chairmen of a working group under the U.S.-Ghana Consultative Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, a bilateral effort between the USDA and the Ghanaian Ministry of Food and Agriculture. He has recently served as consultant to the World Bank for a project assisting China in applying their new liberalized cooperative laws. 

